
UPDATE ON CALTRANS
EVICTION

WOOD  STREET  COMMUNITY
NEWSLETTER

J U N E ,  2 0 2 0 I S S U E .  6

UPDATE ON RELIEF EFFORTS

UPDATE ON RELIEF
EFFORTS 

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

ANTI POLICE TERROR
PROTESTS ROCK THE
COUNTRY

PROTEST AGAINST
POLICE PRESENCE AT
WOOD STREET

SAFE FOR WHO?

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

The UFAD has worked on coronavirus relief
efforts for almost 3 months.We have worked
with residents to build three water storage tanks
and seven handwashing stations.The next phase
of these relief efforts is to build a community
shower!
 
While these achievements are very exciting and
very important, without the hard work and
participation of the residents of the Wood
St. Community, all of our efforts will result
in failure. The community programs of the
UFAD are not charity, they are attempts to bring
people together to build community and
working class political power. If we cant work
with the people, we don't have shit!

UFAD ACTIVISTS
TARGETED, DETAINED



UPDATE ON RELIEF EFFORTS (continued)

.

Over the last couple weeks; a concrete foundation has
been laid and a frame has been assembled on 18th &
Wood St. This is the beginning of the community
shower project. When this is complete, many residents
won't be entirely dependent on 'Dignity Showers", a
city contractor that brings a shower truck maybe once
or twice a week and only lets residents shower for 7
minutes!
 
However, a new community shower cannot just sit idle
and be a benefit for the people. If the residents adjacent
to the shower don’t take responsibility and work together
to maintain it, it will fall into disrepair. Our solution is
that once the shower is complete,  it will only be
used by those who live closest to it. It will be
locked and neighboring residents will have a
limited number of keys in order to use it and
must come together to create a plan as to how to
maintain the shower itself.

Just like the hand washing stations, if
residents don’t keep an eye on the showers
and take ownership of them, they will be
vandalized, destroyed, or ill maintained.
These resources are here for the
community and they must be sustained by
community members. 

When completed, the shower stall will be available 24/7!

Wood st resident, Lamonte shows us how
to lay concrete!



In the afternoon of May 16th, two members of the United Front Against Displacement—Cassidy
and Dawn—were doing regular maintenance of hand washing stations at Wood Street when
they were suddenly approached by Oakland Police. Without offering any evidence, OPD
detained these two, claiming that their vehicle came up with stolen plates.

Fortunately, as this was going down on the UFAD’s Community Action Day, a number of members
were just on the other side of Wood St., and Cassidy was able to text them for help moments
before being cuffed. Because of this, members of UFAD quickly arrived on the scene to film the
incident, and the cops quickly released our friends, admitting that they ran the VIN number on the
vehicle and it was not stolen after all.

Though OPD claims they made an
embarrassing mistake, this was an obvious
attempt to intimidate members of the UFAD,
and it’s just the latest frameup in a months-
long pattern of harassment and arrests of the
people of Wood st on trumped-up charges of
stealing cars. This just exposes what we already
knew—that the cops are only here to protect
property, and to make working people live in fear.

It was fitting that this happened the way it did.
For weeks many folks on Wood Street have
been complaining about getting harassed and
arrested by cops on the same trumped-up
charges of carjacking. Whether it’s profiling
everyone in a certain area for boosting cars, or
locking people away for years for selling a
dimebag, cops will use any excuse they can
to harass folks who are just trying to get
by. Their goal is to keep working people down
so they never link up and fight back against this
rotten system.

UFAD ACTIVISTS TARGETED, DETAINED

UFAD member, Dawn, detained under suspicion of stealing
her own car!

Police detaining UFAD member, Cassidy.



WOOD STREET RESIDENTS PROTEST INCREASE IN POLICE
PRESENCE, DRAW CONNECTIONS TO LARGER SITUATION

Since the shelter in place order, there has been a
drastic increase in police presence within the Wood
Street  Community. Although they claim to be going
after car thieves, the reality is that this has led to an
increase of police harassment. In response to this,
the United Front Against Displacement called for a
protest out in front of Oakland City Hall to speak out
against the increase in police terror not just on
Wood Street or in Oakland, but across the country.

When we arrived at City Hall, we began chanting and
many of the people in the area moved to join our rally.
UFAD members began to speak on

“Deweaponize the cops because the cops are the fucking gangsters! They’re the thugs!
They’re making problems for us all! The problem lies within your infrastructure!” Yelled
Wood Street Community resident and UFAD member, Lamonte. Other UFAD members
connected the war at home between the police and working class communities of color to the war
abroad between the U.S. and the countries it seeks to dominate through economic and military
means.

Although our rally was successful, we need to continue to take
political action to expose the nature of the police. We have seen
in recent weeks an explosion of protests aimed at speaking out
against police terror, with many communities asking for local
governments to defund or even abolish the police. The police
play a key role in maintaining the white supremacist capitalist
power structure we live under. If we want to live in a society free
from repression by the police, it will require us coming together
to form a movement that will rock this corrupt system to it’s
core, replacing it with something fundamentally different that
will serve the needs of all people.

Wood Street resident, Lamonte, speaks on his
experience

UFAD member, Cassidy, ties her arrest to
broader trend of increased police terror.

the different work we've been doing within the community and how this has led to members of our
organization being targeted. “I think they were out here to intimidate us because we’re out here,
we’re not just building hand washing stations for the homeless, we’re building people power. We’re
building a future for the people where they can determine their own lives” stated UFAD member,
Cassidy.



people from private and public land instead of providing the necessary means and resources to
live a decent life. Spontaneously going to protests every couple of years or passing
legislative reforms will not end police terror. Only a sustained long-term mass movement
that connects police terror to the general nature of the state can ensure that the police will stop
terrorizing working-class black communities!

After a video recording was released of a Minneapolis police officer murdering George Floyd,
millions across the world have risen up to rebel against white supremacist terror from the police. 
 This is the first time in U.S. history when there have been protests in all 50 states around the same
issue. As protests continue to rock the country, we must remember that in the U.S. police terror
against poor black communities is the norm and their response by police to the protests has only
served to support this fact.

ANTI POLICE TERROR PROTESTS ROCKS THE COUNTRY

Police have violently responded to the protests
by intimidating, beating, arresting, and killing
protestors. There have been over 30 deaths
reported, over 10,000 arrested, strict enforcement of
curfews, and numerous video recordings
documenting the police beating protestors with
batons, tossing tear gas, and firing rubber bullets and
live ammunition into crowds. This aggressive and
violent response shows that the state is prepared to
take extreme measures to crack down on protests.

While the protests mark a significant historical
moment in the struggle against white supremacist
police terror, this energy needs to lead to more than
spontaneous action. Police terror is an everyday
practice and under the coronavirus pandemic
it has only increased. In places like Oakland the
police have ramped up their anti-people campaigns
against the homeless through false arrests and
intimidation.

Millions of protestors across the world have
taken the streets.

Militarized police have brutalized protestors
across the country

The police engage in this type of activity because
they do not protect and serve working class
people. Rather, the police serve the interests of
property owners and the ruling elite. Local
governments prefer to send in police to harass,
intimidate, and displace 



WOOD ST "SAFE" RV LOTS: 
SAFE FOR WHO?

Since we last wrote about the Safe RV Lot, conditions
have gotten much worse. The toilet and the hand
washing station on site are not regularly serviced,
the food that is served on a regular basis is on the
verge of going bad, and the vast majority of
residents have not received any help getting
resources or into housing. As if this wasn’t bad
enough, the new supervisor with Operation Dignity has
pushed for new imposing restrictions. 

The new supervisor has also decided to lock all the
entrances to the Safe RV Lot and impose a strict curfew
between 4PM and 10AM. This is not only a fire hazard, but
a huge impediment on many residents who have to go to
work and have business to attend to. The supervisor said
that people can just talk to the security guard to be
let in, but the guards are often asleep on the job if
they are anywhere on site.

When residents use the call box to get in somtiumes
there is no answer.

Lolo, who is a resident of the Wood Street Community, wishes she never moved into the Safe RV
Lot. “Everything they have on their website is a lie” she said in a recent phone conversation. Lolo
has to take care of her husband who has serious medical issues and needs to take him to his
regular dialysis appointments. Since the main gate was locked, she literally had to drag
her husband in his wheelchair over the gravel lot to get out to the street, which took
her almost an hour due to the staff’s ignorance. Not only that, but when someone rightfully
cut the lock, the supervisor tried to blame it on her despite the fact that she had nothing to do
with it! This type of treatment is absolutely unacceptable, and it is not only a burden on the
residents, but a threat to their well being.

Many residents have decided to move off the lot since the new supervisor took his post due to
these conditions. However, it is important to understand that Operation Dignity is the main
contracted service provider for the City of Oakland. So long as they are not challenged, they
will continue to sell people genuinely looking for a pathway off of the streets a false
bill of goods, weaponizing the false promise of services and housing in order to
criminalize people just trying to get by. It is important that we expose what Operation
Dignity is really about, and organize to demonstrate to the people that they are not in the
business of helping people, but profiting off of their pain and misery.



UPDATE ON CALTRANS EVICTION

Caltrans and the Oakland Police Department had
originally planned to evict residents on Caltrans land near
18th and Wood from June 2nd to June 5th. OPD told folks
to relocate to West Grand and Wood St. Fortunately, they
postponed the eviction until the end of the month. This is
due to OPD being preoccupied with suppressing the mass
protests around police terror and the UFAD’s efforts to
organize an eviction defense. It is clear that Caltrans is
nervous about confronting protestors who intend to
defend residents against an illegal eviction.

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, there has been an
official “moratorium” on homeless sweeps. Caltrans
justifies breaking the law because the area that people
are inhabiting is fire hazardous and “unsafe” to live in.
This is ridiculous because their position overlooks a basic
fact: being homeless is inherently unsafe! Furthermore,
they want to kick people out of an “unsafe” area so they
can live in some other unsafe location. Caltrans has
asked the residents they are trying to evict to move from
a relatively open area to a more crowded space. This
goes directly against strict guidelines about social
distancing to prevent the spread of coronavirus. This
suggestion is consistent with the incompetence and
inhumanity of the City of Oakland which hasn’t even
provided basic resources for residents of Wood St. like
access to clean water, hand washing stations, or housing.

These evictions are unacceptable, and we have to let
Caltrans know that the only way to keep people living in
this area safe is to give them housing! We will stay ready
to hold an eviction defense when the time comes.

Wood Street resident, Larry, protests a
previous eviction on Wood Street.

Police escort tow truck to remove Wood
Street residents' vehicles in a previous

eviction.



The West Oakland Community Newsletter is a collaborative project 
by the United Front Against Displacement (UFAD) & the Wood St. Community, 

in an effort to spread news about the neighborhood and the struggle against the pigs & developers. 
 

 If you would like to submit something, see something added to the next newsletter, or if there is
something we got wrong, 

LET US KNOW! 
 

Find someone on outreach, shoot us an email [ wewontgo@riseup.net ], 
or call/text (510) 815-9978

 

 

Submissions:

General meetings: 
Wednesday, June 17th @ 7PM

 

Outreach:  
Please contact us via email for exact
time and location.
 

Community dinners:  
Wednesday, June 10th @ 7PM
Wednesday, June 24th @ 7PM

 
 

General meetings, outreach,
and community dinners
happen weekly.

Email: wewontgo@riseup.net
Twitter: @theUFAD 

URL: theufad.org

A Publication of the United Front Against Displacement


