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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

These past few months, the United Front Against
Displacement has worked tirelessly to improve
sanitation resources on Wood Street. At the beginning
of the shelter in place, Mayor Libby Schaff claimed that
the City would place over 60 hand washing stations and
porta potties in Oakland. One reporter has only found 6
new hand washing stations at encampments
throughout Oakland that the City of Oakland has
placed, and only a couple are regularly serviced. The
UFAD at one point had 7 fully functioning hand washing
stations within the Wood Street Community alone,
which is more than the City of Oakland has put out
across the whole City!

37TH AND MLK UPDATE

DO POLICE REFORMS
WORK?
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However, there have been some setbacks along the
way. Many residents have been able to successfully
steward hand washing stations that have remained
operational since they have been placed in their
location. At the same time, certain areas where we
have attempted to provide hand washing stations have
consistently had the parts taken or vandalized. This is a
big issue that cannot be overlooked. It is important
that people come together to try and find a way to
prevent this from happening in the future.

On a lighter note, the first outdoor community
shower was completed at the beginning of July! This
represents almost 2 months of work of both
residents and housed activists coming together to
try and solve a huge issue that many residents have
been facing for a long time. The shower can provide
up to 11 minutes of consistent hot water, which is 4
more minutes than the Operation Dignity showers
offer! There's even an accompanying garden box for
the runoff water so residents can plant vegetables
and flowers.

The first outdoor community shower is up
and running at 18th and Wood St!

There are a few factors that go into making sure the shower remains well maintained and is
able to work in the long run. Residents need to come together to regularly fill the tank and
clean the shower to ensure it doesn't fall into disrepair. There is also a need for residents to
come together and discuss what are some of the benefits but also the drawbacks of this
present design. In the near future, there will be a need to build more showers, but if residents
are unable to come together to maintain this shower or work towards building a new and
improved design, this will not be able to happen.

Overall the Wood Street Community and the UFAD have been able to come together and
accomplish much more than the City of Oakland has ever claimed they would do within the
community. In order to ensure the success of these resources, people must come together to
work towards creating they change they want to see within the community. When we come
together, we are stronger than we are by ourselves!



This community has been covered in this newsletter previously
and this an update on their situation.The struggle of 37MLK is
just one piece of the larger battle faced by working people in
this society. Residents have had to deal with a whole new set of
challenges during the COVID-19 pandemic. The City of Oakland
has done next to nothing to provide resources and there are
few clear paths into traditional housing. Residents of 37MLK
have rallied to protest this inaction by local government over a
month ago. During this time of crisis residents and local activists
have also worked to support each other. Because of the danger
of the transmission of the virus, many of the volunteers from
the surrounding neighborhoods have had to limit their contact
with the lot. This has necessitated organizing new community
programs such as installing water storage tanks so that
residents can always have water on hand and relaunching
regular community dinners.

There used to be a gas station on the
corner of 37th and Martin Luther King
Jr Blvd. The lot had sat abandoned for
years before being transformed into
37MLK in September 2019. Housed
neighbors put down tents and
camping toilets as people came
together to move some homeless
neighbors on to the land. Now, the
community is home to over a dozen
longtime Oakland residents that had
been homeless in the neighborhood.

Next month will be the 1 year anniversary of the community, a great accomplishment that has also
invited further obstacles. Residents have been staying in tents on the lot. After several tents of
frequent use, the tents fall to pieces. A future project is to work with local community college
students to build tiny homes on the lot. It wont be easy but the careful collective work of 37MLK
demonstrates the necessity of careful collective work against the injustices of our current society.

37TH AND MLK UPDATE

While the future of the community is not clear and residents still face serious hardships; this corner
of Oakland is an example of how people can come together to make a better life.

37MLK resident, Delores, and members of
the UFAD serve dinner

Installing handwashing stations, water
tanks and handing out masks has been
a central part of mutual aid work in the

pandemic



CALTRANS ATTEMPTS TO EVICT WOOD STREET RESIDENTS

At the beginning of June, residents of the southern
portion of the Caltrans land (beneath the overpass
across the street from Raimondi Park) were told
that living on the Caltrans land posed a “health
risk” and that they would have to relocate or risk
losing all their possessions in the scheduled
“cleaning”. When residents asked where they were
to relocate, the Oakland Police Department told
folks to move one block away to West Grand and
Wood St. Oddly enough, many residents had
already been pushed off that very corner a few
months ago! The City and State offered residents a
solution that was not a solution, in fact it was
another health risk!

In the time of COVID-19, dozens of residents are being asked to cram themselves into less than
100ft of curb, increasing the risk of the transmission of the respiratory illness. The City of Oakland
has made no attempts to provide basic sanitation to combat the virus. It has fallen into the hands
of residents and organizations such as the United Front Against Displacement and the Berkeley
Free Clinic to work to improve basic sanitation.

Last June’s operation is part of a larger strategy to get rid of all homeless people living on land
owned by the state of California in West Oakland. This is in contradiction with the State’s goal to get
people off of the streets into long term housing because breaking up encampments make it harder
for people to get off the street. This is why the United Front Against Displacement called for an
eviction defense to come to the aid of residents.

Despite the fact that a few residents were illegally coerced into moving, there was no significant loss
of property. This should be viewed as a major success given at the beginning of the month, OPD
tagged over a dozen vehicles that people live in, use to commute to work, and run essential errands
and was stating that everyone would have to move during the operation.

However, it is important to recognize that this is just the first stage of Caltrans’s attempts to
displace residents on Wood St. They will be back in the near future to either finish evicting residents
on the southern end, or force residents on the northern section of Caltrans land to move. If they
are successful in their next operation, it will be a step forward towards displacing the entire Wood
Street Community, which would be a threat to all houseless and vehicularly housed people in
Oakland. It is imperative that we come together to push back against the government's attempts to
displace working people. If we work together, we can not only fight back more effectively, but stop
any and all attacks against the working people of the Bay Area.



In the wake of the murder of George Floyd and the mass
protests against white supremacist police terror, many
have advocated for reforming the police as a method for
ending police brutality. These reforms include stricter
requirements for body cams, greater oversight of police
activity, and defunding the police. The problem is that
these reforms have been instated in the past but have not
ended or even greatly reduced police brutality.  For
decades, activists and others have advocated for reforming
the police while unarmed black and brown people continue
to be murdered by police. The bottom line is that the police
do not exist to protect the people. They exist to protect

property and the interests of the ruling class. 
This is why police brutality will persist as long as the current system remains intact.  

During the Obama presidency, more body cams on cops was part of a police reform effort
implemented as part of the Obama administration’s multimillion-dollar response to public protest
against police brutality after the murder of Mike Brown. After these reforms it was quickly realized
that once cops have more body cameras, they can still shut them off or police departments will
refuse to release the footage. Regulations for greater body cam and other reforms like stricter
training on bias training have been proven to be ineffective and are frequently rolled back.  In terms
of defunding the police, the main idea is that if we can take away funding for police departments and
put it social spending like health care, education, and other community programs, then the police will
have less power and will no longer be necessary to have in society. The problem with this approach is
that even if police receive less funding they will still continue to exist and operate in the same
capacity as they always have

Police reforms will not end police brutality. The state will not completely defund or abolish the police
because the police are needed to maintain the status quo. As long as the current capitalist state
exists the police and police brutality will continue to exist. The only way to end police brutality is to
overthrow the current system. This requires a long term sustained mass movement unrestricted by
the dead end of electoral politics and reformism. We must come together to end the system which
requires the brutal treatment of poor working class black and brown folks. If we fail to do so, people
will continue to be murdered in cold blood at the hands of the state.

"Defund the Police" has become a leading
slogan of the current protests.

DO POLICE REFORMS WORK?



The West Oakland Community Newsletter is a collaborative project 
by the United Front Against Displacement (UFAD) & the Wood St. Community, 

in an effort to spread news about the neighborhood and the struggle against the pigs & developers. 

 If you would like to submit something, see something added to the next newsletter, or if there is
something we got wrong, 

LET US KNOW! 

Find someone on outreach, shoot us an email [ wewontgo@riseup.net ], 
or call/text (510) 815-9978

Submissions:

General meetings: 
Wednesday, July 15th @ 7PM

Outreach:  
Please contact us via email for exact
time and location.

Community dinners:  
Wednesday, July 8th @ 7PM
Wednesday, July 22nd @ 7PM

General meetings, outreach,
and community dinners
happen weekly.

Email: wewontgo@riseup.net
Twitter: @theUFAD 

URL: theufad.org

A Publication of the United Front Against Displacement


