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The UFAD marches to Caltrans headquarters to stop evictions.

CALTRANS ACTION
I N  T H I S  I S S U E

2020 ELECTIONS

PETS OF WOOD ST

In June, many members of the Wood Street Community
who reside on Caltrans land were facing displacement.
The Oakland Police Department tagged vehicles belonging
to over a dozen residents, threatening to tow everyone’s
vehicles without providing a place to move unless they
moved past Wood and West Grand, which is already
heavily populated. Members of the United Front Against
Displacement rallied with other activists to oppose
Caltrans’ illegal eviction of residents, and despite the fact
that three people were displaced, the action overall
prevented the displacement of at least a dozen other
people, which was a success.

CALTRANS ACTION

STATES RESPONSE TO
CORONAVIRUS



However, we could not rest on our laurels. When OPD initially came into the community to tag
vehicles, they stated that this would be the first of many operations. Both state and local
authorities are planning to not only evict people from state property, but displace the entire
Wood Street Community, which is the largest homeless community in all of Oakland. Members of
the UFAD have attempted to talk to to local and state government officials to demand that people
either have their needs met where they are at or that they be provided adequate housing with no
barriers to access, but our attempts to engage in a dialogue have not been met with open arms.
Understanding this, we decided to have a rally in front of the local Caltrans headquarters in
Downtown Oakland.

On Monday, July 27th, we rallied to
support the community. UFAD
members and residents of the
community came together, chanting
“housing is a human right”, “Caltrans
are thieves” and “What do we
want? Housing! When do we want
it? Now!”. Many people drove by
and honked in support of our
protest. Members of the UFAD
spoke out against the illegal nature
of the eviction and put forth
demands to Caltrans and the City of
Oakland.

CALTRANS ACTION CONTINUED

Overall, this protest was somewhat successful, but it is important to stress that people from
inside and outside of the Wood Street Community come out to these protests. Without greater
participation from residents, these protests very quickly lose their meaning and can easily be
written off by the powers that be. Not only that, but it is of the utmost importance that people
get involved in pushing back against their oppressors so they can see that folks are unwilling to
just roll over and be pushed around. By fighting back, we are coming together to start to build a
movement that can not only withstand any unjust and inhumane treatment that the police,
corporations, or the government might try to push onto working people, but actually build
towards a future without oppression and exploitation.





The COVID-19 pandemic has continued to
dominate global politics and economics. In the
U.S., a comprehensive shutdown has been in
place since March of 2020 prompting state
governments across the U.S. to order residents to
“shelter in place.” These orders have restricted
large gatherings of people, closed schools and
businesses, and led to 40 million people losing
their jobs. The shutdowns are part of a strategy to
“flatten the curve” by slowing the spread of the
virus. However, this strategy was mishandled at
the federal, state, and local levels across the
country, allowing the COVID-19 virus to infect
nearly 4.5 million Americans and kill over
140,000. The U.S. by far has the highest number
of cases and deaths in the world today.

The response from U.S. governmental institutions

have failed to respond in a prompt and effective

manner. For example, U.S. federal officials such as

CDC head Anthony Fauci were slow to

recommend face coverings and initially

discouraged their use. These same officials later

admitted that wearing a mask helps to lower the

spread of the virus.It has now become an official

mandate for people to wear their masks when

outside, in grocery stores, or other indoor spaces.

There have been insufficient supplies provided to

hospitals as nurses and doctors have been forced

to re-use masks which is highly unsanitary and

puts healthcare workers at greater risk. Hospitals

have also been short on respirators as doctors

need to pick and choose which patients are most

in need of a respirator. Testing for the virus has

also been abysmal, as there is not comprehensive

testing for all people, particularly in poor,

working class communities.

STATE'S RESPONSE TO PANDEMIC



STATE'S RESPONSE TO PANDEMIC

It is not enough that the state would botch its initial response to the pandemic. Now, with
the premature reopening of the economy, state and federal officials would rather risk the
lives of working people than pass another stimulus package or expand testing resources.
And as unemployment benefits expire, eviction protections end, and cases spike, this
crisis is likely to only get worse for working people. It is on us to come together as
workers, tenants and members of our community to not just call out this botched relief
effort but to support one another through this pandemic and reccession.

To address the economic disaster caused by the pandemic, congress passed the CARES act

which was an enormous stimulus package supposedly meant to provide relief to the economy

and workers. This bill was a supplement to unemployment insurance being paid out to

recently laid off workers. While state governments relaxed unemployment enrollment

requirements and local governments passed moratoriums on evictions, the lion share of

government relief was paid to large businesses, and corporations. The CARES act officially

expired at the end of last month and many states are moving to prematurely reopen their

economies in an act of desperation, which has led to a second wave of new cases.



2020 ELECTIONS
The 2020 elections are fast approaching and it has essentially come down to a face-off
between Donald Trump and Joe Biden. Donald Trump has served as president for almost the
last four years, and many leading Democrats who are opposed to Trump insist that the only
way to get America “back on track” is to vote Trump out of office. While Donald Trump is a
terrible person and not fit to lead any country, Joe Biden and the Democratic Party do not
offer an alternative path towards addressing the conditions of working people. Most of the
issues Trump is condemned for are perpetuated by the Democratic Party. While Democrats
and Republicans have different positions, their interests are largely the same, and opposed to
those of working people. The logic of “lesser evilisms” has long dominated U.S. electoral politics
and it must be challenged. There is a better path forward for creating a society that serves the
interests of the people than the path of electoral politics.. 

The U.S. electoral system does not
represent democracy for the people.
American “democracy” is democracy for the
rich.  Both Democrats and Republicans
represent powerful financial and corporate
interests through relying on donations and
support from the ruling class. The two
parties distinguish themselves from each
other by taking different stances on things
like environmental regulation, immigration,
gun control, and abortion but this is just to
cover up the fact that they both work to
serve the same class interests.

For example, the recent mass protests against white supremacist police terror after the
murder of George Floyd have been loosely “supported” by major figures in the
Democratic Party like Joe Biden while major figures in the Republican Party like Donald
Trump aggressively condemn the protests. The Democrats will pass minor police
reforms and pretend as if they are making deep changes to the nature of the police and
the criminal justice system more broadly. But when leading Democrats like Joe Biden
claim they “support” police reform and that they “stand with the protestors,” these
comments should be taken with a grain of salt. Joe Biden was a key actor in the 1994
Crime Bill which has been instrumental in the systematic imprisonment, terrorization,
and murder of working-class Black people on an unprecedented scale during the War
on Drugs. People are still serving jail time to this day on non-violent crimes as a result
of policies such as these.



In terms of immigration, Trump is often condemned for his racist statements and actions toward
immigrants from Central and South America and that he takes too harsh of a stance on
immigrants in general. But Barack Obama oversaw the greatest mass deportations of immigrants
in the history of the U.S. Both the Democrats and Republicans have a stake in providing the
police, ICE, and other law enforcement agencies with the resources necessary to control poor,
working class people and crush dissent.

There are many more examples that show the relationship between Democrats and Republicans
is closer than they would like the public to know, but the primary thing to consider as the 2020
elections approach is that there needs to be deeper levels of political engagement than voting
every four years. All that voting allows us to do is choose which boot we would like to step on
our necks. We must work collectively to expose how the ruling class spreads lies about the
electoral system and join in the daily struggles of working-class people. Even the modest reforms
that the ruling class has conceded to the people only came through grassroots organizing and
pressure from the people. We must demand better conditions for the people while also
struggling to overthrow the current white supremacist capitalist system. It can be easy to get
sucked into the electoral process as the ruling class media shoves Biden and Trump’s talking
points down our throats, and they will act as if they are completely different from each
other.  They are in reality two sides of the same coin. Therefore, we must work outside of the
electoral system in order to create real democracy that serves the interests of working people.

2020 ELECTIONS CONTINUED



The West Oakland Community Newsletter is a collaborative project 
by the United Front Against Displacement (UFAD) & the Wood St. Community, 

in an effort to spread news about the neighborhood and the struggle against the pigs & developers. 
If you would like to submit something, see something added to the next newsletter, 

or if there is something we got wrong,
LET US KNOW!

Find someone on outreach, shoot us an email [ wewontgo@riseup.net ], or call/text (510) 815-9978

Submissions:

General meetings: 
Wednesday, August 5th

Outreach:  
Please contact us via email for exact time
and location.

Community dinners:  
Wednesday, August 12th
Wednesday, August 26th

General meetings, outreach,
and community dinners
happen weekly.

Email: wewontgo@riseup.net
Website: theufad.org

A Publication of the 
United Front Against Displacement


