
Urban Core is Going National
As part of the struggle against gentrifica-
tion, Urban Core has already been distrib-
uted online and in cities across the country. 
Previous issues have also included articles 
about struggles in cities besides Boston. 
Now, we are unifying Urban Core with oth-

er publications (People of the Bay and Dis-
patches Against Displacement) as well as 
working with the Tenant Advocacy Team 
in Brooklyn, NYC to make this a nation-
al newsletter that is published every two 
weeks.

URBAN CORE

The September 13th Protest at Williams 
Plaza, Brooklyn

by UFAD NYC Branch
Organizers of the Tenant Advo-
cacy Team at Brooklyn and the 
United Front Against Displace-
ment together set out a protest 
at Williams Plaza, Brooklyn, 
on September 13th. This pro-
test demonstrated the unity 
between residents of different 
public housing sites in New 
York City. Residents at Harlem 
River Houses and Grant House, 
together with the UFAD, had 
fought against the ongoing 
RAD conversion and “Blue-
print” takeover in Harlem for 
seven months. 

The Sept 13th event was the first time Harlem residents traveled across the city as a collective to 
join the anti-privatization protest organized by fighting residents in Brooklyn, with a vision of 
uniting with public housing residents everywhere. The activists from Williams Plaza had actively 
supported the fight in Harlem in the previous months. Before the event, the private manage-
ment of the Williams Plaza had already learned about the protest, and they had responded with 

Continued on page 1 >>

T h e  H e a r t  o f  t h e  C i t y  |  O c t o b e r  1 ,  2 0 2 1

06 12 17 22 24
Keep Your 
Promise, 
America

 The Pandemic 
of Greedy 

Developers

Testimonio de 
una Inquilina 
de Sunnydale 

Update from 
Little Mexico in 

Dallas, Texas 

Covid Death 
Rate in NYCHA 

Projects

Have Something You Want to Write About? 
Submit articles to the Urban Core Editorial Board: Urban_Core@riseup.net



aggressive preventive methods 
including harassing Tenant 
Advocacy Team members and 
sending down private security 
guards armed with handguns 
to watch over the protest. All 
these attempts to contain the 
people’s movements only met 
with stronger oppositions from 
the tenants. 

What the management did not 
expect was that in the sunny 
afternoon of September 13th 
around 40 protesters—tenants 
from Williams Plaza, neigh-
boring Independence Tower, 
and Harlem, progressive indi-
viduals and groups who sup-
port public housing across the 
city, and activists from another 
city—outnumbered the man-
agement and their lackeys. For 
educational purposes, tenants 
and activists delivered powerful 
speeches that clarified the predatory nature of 
privatization based on their first-hand experi-
ence. Tenants from Harlem asked other tenants 
across the city to “wake up!” in their speeches. 
The protesters chanted slogans demanding for 
transparent TA election and housing justice for 
the people, attracted the attention of passersby 
and vehicles driving by as well. 

The angry crowd marched down from the 
community center and blocked the manage-
ment office. Because the management was not 
able to justify their lies and mismanagement 
in front of the people, they could not but lock 
their doors and windows and hide themselves 
in the office. The management tried to flee 
from the scene from the exit on the other side 
of the building, only to see a group of angry ten-
ants trying to intercept them to question more 
and demand a fair, transparent election. One 
tenant whose daily activities rely on a wheel-

chair and who lives on the 15th floor heard the 
protesters’ chants, but it took her 30 minutes 
to go down the stairs to join the people because 
the elevator was broken in her building. 

This tenant had every reason to support the 
people’s struggle because the private manage-
ment left the elevator unfixed for months and 
neglected all the repair requests from the ten-
ants. The broken elevator has made this senior 
tenant miss at least four essential medical ap-
pointments. Though this tenant did not make 
it to the main part of the protest, she managed 
to come down to join the group and make con-
nections with other tenants across the city and 
activists across the country in the end. Such 
spirit speaks volumes for the unity among the 
people when the people dare to struggle. The 
unity that emerged in the protest makes the 
event meaningful and an important step to-
wards further actions and final victory.

Lydia from Harlem River at the Williams Plaza protest in 
Brooklyn, NYC.
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To the Fighting Tenant in Williams 
Plaza

In light of the spirit of unity and struggle at the September 13th protest at 
Williams Plaza, here the editors post a statement from the UFAD New York to 
support the Tenant Advocacy Team at Williams Plaza and, more broadly, the 
fighting tenants in different public housing projects elsewhere. The statement 
derives from a speech a UFAD member delivered in a community assembly in 
Williams Plaza, Brooklyn:

Behind jargon like “conversion” and “privatization” is a system that is preying on the people 
of Williams Plaza. What does it mean by “system?” It means that RAD and privatization are 
profit-seeking programs, pushed by a clique of private developers, professional politicians, and 
business organizations whose private wealth are gained at the cost of the public house residents’ 
dignity and basic right to peace and safety. The privatization and RAD conversions from Sec 9 
(federal government housing, which was here before) to forms of Sec 8 have been orchestrated 
on a large scale – a national scale – plotted by the largest financial institutions as a scheme to 
take over the people’s housing en mass and make money out of it for private developers. Imagine 
the people who work hard throughout their whole life in the hope of giving their family a roof 
over their head, but now suddenly someone tells you to move out from under the roof or they 
will charge you a lot of money for fixing this and that or just doing nothing. Many are forced to 
move out under these schemes, and many have become homeless, and all to help make a few 
individuals richer– what kind of fairness is that?

But since privatization and the RAD program is big and well-connected, does this suggest 

Issue #5: OctOber 1, 2021 2



that the people cannot do anything about it? 
No. On the contrary, because privatization is 
carried out systematically in many places all 
across the country you have a lot of company 
nation-wide. There are thousands who feel 
what you feel and want to oppose the program. 
This means that your grievances, complaints, 
and anger towards the mismanagement of the 
building, the mold, the noisy construction, the 
malfunctioning elevator that cannot get your 
kids on the school bus in the morning, the 
harassment, the eviction threat are not tedious 
complaints. They are not individual problems. 
This is despite the fact that management and 
their lackeys will knock on your door to tell you 
that these problems are just your individual 
problems and will try to single you out as a 
“troublemaker.” We all know that is not true – 
the common situations the residents are facing 
are very evident, and the residents are not 
sitting ducks. 

In New York, people at Harlem River, Grant 
Houses, Rangel, Ocean Bay, Lower East Side 
and Chinatown, and across your street at the 
Independence Tower are fighting back.  People 
in public housing in Boston, Minnesota, 
Chicago, and California are also organizing 
themselves. They want to know about you and 
make connections with you. So, for now, it is 
very important that tenants and activists, who 
come from different places, stay connected and 
show solidarity and share struggle experience 
with each other. Since the people are facing 
a systematic operation against them by 
privatization and RAD that is beyond the scale 
of one or two families, our approach should 

also be beyond individual and aim for uniting 
the people everywhere together.
It is true that the timeline of privatizations 
is not even across the city. A few public 
housing projects have already gone through 
it, and some sites, like that at Harlem, are not 
approved for the conversion yet. At Harlem, 
tenants’ active opposition had suspended the 
conversion for a while, now the management 
is trying to go forward with the privatization 
by all means. Williams Plaza has already been 
converted. This uneven timeline requires the 
people across different places to devise specific 
strategies suitable to their situations.

The most important and practical affair now is 
for all the tenants to get organized together with 
the Tenant Advocacy Team, and to join their 
efforts in spreading the word and furthering 
the protests. They are the brave organizers. 
They even drove across town in rush hour to 
join events at Harlem several times. Like them, 
tenant activists at Harlem have seen that these 
managers do not hesitate to harass tenants 
who stand up for their rights, to throw people 
out of tenant association meetings just for 
disagreeing. This happened with the organizers 
at Williams Plaza many times. It has happened 
to tenants at Harlem River too. In both places, 
the management suppresses our basic first 
amendment rights, often through tricks in the 
dark. What does that say about the enemy we 
are up against? What does that say about the 
power of the people here, united, and speaking 
the truth? We are moved by you, and here we 
are to stand with you. Salute. 
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Call for Support from Small Businesses
Small Business Owners,

We are launching a new bi-weekly publication Urban Core to serve the struggle 
developing in local housing developments in neighborhoods facing gentrification 
in cities across the country. The publication is a merger of several existing news-
letters that have played a similar role in other places (Urban Core in Boston and 
People of the Bay in Oakland/San Francisco), and will make use of the network of 
writers and editors already engaged in this effort together with additional mem-
bers local in New York City and Dallas, Texas.

We are asking local business owners and managers to support this initiative. Ad-
vertising in the newsletter ($50 per issue) will help cover printing expenses for 
the newsletter and fliers for upcoming events and protests, as well as help cover 
transportation of tenants to and from protests that are now occurring at a great 
frequency. 

In return we will place an acknowledgement of thanks in the newsletter for your 
contribution and an advertisement of your choosing for your establishment. Be-
cause our contributors are based in the neighboring housing developments, we 
have been distributing information door-to-door to residents. This offers a direct 
way to show your clientele that you are engaged in a matter of life-in-death im-
portance to their daily lives, the struggle to keep a roof over their heads through 
resistance to the large-scale effort to privatize public housing. 

In addition, small businesses have an interest in fighting against gentrification as 
well, which always comes with rising rents and influxes of financial interests that 
seek for whole-scale relocation of neighborhoods, including existing businesses, to 
serve their own financial interests. Both the people of the neighborhood and small 
business owners which care about the people and the neighborhood are more pow-
erful standing together. 

We thank you for your support, and hope to be in touch about any questions you 
have about this effort. 

Sincerely, 

The Tenant Advocacy Team
United Front Against Displacement 
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Special thanks to Empire Barbershop in Brooklyn, NY 
for supporting the struggle against gentrification and 

privatization.
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Keep Your Promise, America
By Craig Housen

The Crime of The Century is upon 
us. Low-income communities 
such as ours are under attack. 
Our Rights have been sold out by 
our Elected Officials. In the spirit 
of those who have paved the way 
for us, we must push back. We 
are the fresh faces on the front 
lines representing and bringing 
hope to a divided Nation facing a 
housing crisis. 

Our message is pure and just. We 
represent the best interest for all 
members of our communities. 
We are here as a united coalition 
against the gentrification of 
our communities and the 
displacement of our people. Our 
liberties are being denied. We 
have been left without rights 
or proper Representation. 
Tenants are being harassed and threatened by 
management daily. Threats of eviction letters 
and, the forcing of tenants to downsize without 
having due process are just a few forms of 

harassments being reported. 

The rights afforded to us under the Fair 
Housing Act—which was enacted into law 

The attacks on Dr. King and the marchers at Selma sparked 
nationwide outrage. But the march itself inspired many 
because it showed the people’s resolve to fight for their 

freedom even when being brutally attacked by police and 
white supremacists.
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1968, right after the assassination of our Dear 
Late Great Leader, Martin Luther King—are 
not being upheld by management or the tenant 
association boards nation-wide.

53 Years After Dr. Kings Assassination, Selma 
showed us the power of unity and togetherness, 
let it not be lost in the archives of history. We 
are still fighting and asking America to keep 
her promises true.

53 Years later, we as a Nation, still are unable 
to freely and fairly exercise our rights. 53 Years 
After the freedom writers took that faithful 
trip on Sunday, May 14, 1961. Mother’s day.

They were beaten and had their bus set ablaze, 
all to guarantee the rights and freedom, which 
were, a few years later put into Law by Former 
President Lyndon Johnson. 53 Years later, 
Blacks and Hispanics of our communities 
are still exposed to discrimination and police 
brutality. 

Blacks and Hispanics of our Communities are 
more likely to face homelessness than any other 
ethnic groups. We are therefore United in our 

efforts, to defend and protect our communities 
from mobsters and financial institutions 
that seek to displace us. For the first time 
in a while, we are able to stand together all 
connected as one alliance against corporate 
and gentrification and mass displacement. 

We are here to put an end to: 
The Privatization of Public Housing

We have been given the task to preserve our 
history, our culture, our community, our 
Heritage Tradition and our way of Life.

We are here to say:
Keep Public Housing Public

We must stand together and denounce RAD/
Pact, Blue Print and any other Privatization 
schemes used to displace families and even 
entire communities.

We must all say at the same time, Enough is 
Enough.
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The march across the Edmund Pettus Bridge (named after a Confederate General) in Selma 
signified to many the unity and determination of the Civil Rights Movement.



Update on the Struggle in Boston
By Ryan Costello

In recent weeks the struggle against gentrifi-
cation and the privatization of public housing 
in Boston has been heating up. As the Boston 
Housing Authority (BHA) works with develop-
ers and the federal government to give away 
the projects to big banks and their “non-profit” 
front companies, residents across the city have 
been taking notice and fighting back. 

Many in the city are familiar with how BHA 
gentrified projects like Orchard Park back in 
the day through privatization, and now they 
are doing the same thing all over again with 
many projects across the city. Bank of Amer-
ica is taking over the historic Lenox Street 
Projects (the first Black project in Boston), Old 
Colony has been sold off, Mildred Hailey (aka 
Bromley Heath) is being privatized, plus Mary 
Ellen McCormack, Charlestown, and many 
other projects are all in the process of being 
taken over. The plan is clear as day, to push out 
residents of the projects, bring in new wealthy 
tenants to fill the luxury apartments they are 

creating (as well as the so-
called “affordable units” 
which cost over $2,500/
month for a two bed-
room), and to gentrify the 
whole city.

Take the Mary Ellen Mc-
Cormack project for ex-
ample. They are located 
in South Boston, near 
Andrew Station and JFK/
Umass on the Red Line. 
Close to a big park and 
the waterfront, gentrifi-
cation has made this once 
neglected neighborhood 
into “prime real-estate.” 
Now WinnCompanies has 
cut a deal with the city of 

Boston to take over, and the city is literally 
paying them $50 million to run and re-
develop McCormack. There are 1,016 apart-
ments right now. Winn plans to tear those 
down and build over 3,000 units, with at least 
2,000 of those being market rate or close to it. 
They note that even more of these could be for 
rich people if fewer tenants from McCormack 
come back. And they are doing everything they 
can to empty out the projects, and ensure that 
people don’t come back, including making ev-
eryone reapply to return, go through a back-
ground check, a credit check, a CORI, etc.

However, the situation is far from hopeless, 
and this is far from a done deal. Week after 
week, a growing number of residents have been 
meeting up to develop a movement to stop the 
sale, and get the much needed repairs without 
handing over the project to a greedy developer 
and their buddies, the Big Banks. This group 
of tenants is part of the UFAD and has been 
door knocking and talking to their neighbors 
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Tenants at the Mary Ellen McCormack Project have been meeting 
up every week to strategize and grow the movement. These 
meetings have been key to winning victories in the struggle.



to get them involved in 
the movement. They 
have done lead tests 
(early results show lead 
to be dangerously wide-
spread in the project), 
started a letter writ-
ing campaign to get 
long-neglected units re-
pairs, and are planning 
an upcoming protest 
against BHA and man-
agement. 

These efforts have gone 
a long way already. One 
tenant, Khadija, had the 
window in her daugh-
ter’s bedroom fall out of 
the frame. It was broken 
for seven months and management refused to 
fix it. After a letter from her and the UFAD, it 
was fixed in three days. Similarly, Mario, his 
wife Brenda, and their two young sons have all 
been crammed into a one bedroom apartment 
for years. They have faced many health issues 
because of this, but housing has ignored their 
requests for a transfer, as well as the numerous 
doctor’s notes they have sent explaining their 
medical need for a new unit with adequate 
space. But after a letter writing campaign, Ma-
rio and his family were transferred to a new-
ly renovated two bedroom apartment. Mario, 
Brenda, and Khadija have stayed involved in 
the movement after getting their issues ad-
dressed, because they know it’s not just about 
getting their own problems solved; it’s about 
building up the movement together to stop the 
privatization and fight gentrification.

Tenants at McCormack are not alone. They 
are part of a growing movement all across 
Boston and the country. At Mildred Hailey 
(aka Bromley Heath), tenants are also fighting 
privatization. They also have been organiz-
ing for months, meeting up regularly, hosting 

barbecues, and carrying out a coordinated 
letter writing campaign with the tenants at 
McCormack. They have already collected near-
ly a hundred pages of documents and photos 
showing the neglect at their project. 

Recently, they had protests against manage-
ment, BHA, and the privatization. BHA and 
the developers who are behind the privat-
ization showed up, and residents spoke out 
against them. Tenants repeatedly highlighted 
the neglect that they faced and how even af-
ters years of calling and filing work orders, 
things are still not fixed. Anna M. Cole and 
Sadie Jackson were two of the residents who 
attended and helped to organize the protest. 
They were both involved in the struggles back 
in the early 1970s to kick out BHA and set up 
tenant management of the projects. Tenant 
management led to things getting fixed much 
more quickly, and cut back on housing’s ability 
to harass residents, but the project eventually 
reverted back to BHA control about a decade 
ago and things have gone downhill since then. 
Some have noted that the struggle today at 
Mildred Hailey and other projects is not just to 
stop privatization, but can also ultimately set 
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A rally at the Mildred Hailey Projects in Boston against privatization 
on Monday, August 30th. This brought together tenants from across 

the project and helped to launch the repair letter campaign.



up tenant management to get things fixed up 
as they should be.

At the protest, BHA administrators swarmed 
like flies and promised to fix up the issues in 
tenants’ apartments. In particular one resident 
Karen had her apartment flood with sewage 
raining down from the ceiling, and then lat-
er come bubbling up from the tub and toilet. 
BHA refused to fix it for weeks, and then did a 
half-assed job. Now her family has many health 
issues, including repeated asthma attacks, 
from all the mold and cockroaches, but BHA 
has refused to adequately repair the apartment 
or to transfer her and her family to a new unit. 
After the protest, BHA promised to finally ad-
dress all of the issues in Karen’s apartment. 

But when they showed up the next week, they 
did a brief look around, laid down a couple of 
new traps for roaches, and were ready to call 

it a day. When UFAD 
confronted them to ask 
if Karen and her fami-
ly could get a transfer, 
they made it clear that it 
would take years. This 
shows how little we can 
rely on BHA and “work-
ing within the system.” 
The established chan-
nels of power just seek 
to misdirect the strug-
gle down a dead end. So 
Karen and others have 
resolved to continue the 
mass struggle as the 
only way forward to re-
ally address the issues 
that she and so many 
others face.

Tenants at Grant Man-
or have also contin-
ued their long-stand-
ing struggle to oust the 
current corrupt tenant 

board and Wingate, the management compa-
ny which has been treating the development as 
their cash cow. Grant Manor isn’t public hous-
ing, but it is a subsidized development, and 
with gentrification pushing into the neighbor-
hood from all sides, residents know that their 
tenant board is selling them down the river. 
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Repair letters from tenants at the Mildred Hailey Project. Since 
submitting these to BHA and the media, maintenance workers have 
been running around the project, scrambling to fix everything up.



For years, they haven’t held elections, and the 
tenant board is basically run by one family. 
This family has used their power and links 
with management to get their relatives’ apart-
ments while others live in undersized units. 
They control the food bank and pick the best 
food for themselves, and use their power to in-
timidate and harass people into silence. They 
have even denied many handicapped residents 
accommodations like apartments and parking 
spaces, preferring to pass them to their family 
members instead. 

But tenants at Grant Manor have not been si-
lenced. They have held numerous protests, 
including one which successfully stopped the 
evictions threats against organizers. They have 
also had a community barbecue, wrote letters 
and emails to various officials and government 
offices, and are pursuing a lawsuit to force an 
election, per the tenant association bylaws. 
Recently, they have also been working to ex-
pose the nepotism on the board of directors of 
the tenant association, and how the son of the 
TA president has been stalking and harassing 
women, including by looking up their skirts 
in public (for which he has not been punished 
despite numerous videos showing this grown 

man doing this). They 
are also starting a re-
pair letter campaign 
similar to the ongo-
ing ones at Bromley 
Heath and McCor-
mack.

These tenant strug-
gles are not just con-
fined to people pro-
testing at their own 
buildings for their 
own immediate con-
ditions. Tenants have 
been supporting each 
other across projects 
and across the coun-
try. Tenants from 

Grant Manor recently attended a meeting at 
McCormack. McCormack tenants went to the 
protest at Mildred Hailey. Mario from McCor-
mack called into a recent protest at the Sunny-
dale Projects in San Francisco and gave speech 
in support of their struggle. Brother Haywood 
from Grant Manor did the same at a protest at 
Harlem River last spring. Jackie from Grant 
Manor has called into tenant meetings in the 
projects in Oakland. Tenants also recently con-
fronted the acting mayor of Boston about her 
pro-privatization stance, exposing her as the 
fraud that she is. 

All of this coordination is part of building up 
the national movement against privatization 
and gentrification. No one project or city is an 
island. The banks, politicians, and developers 
are working on a national scale to push these 
policies that are raising rents and destroying 
so many communities. So the movement to 
stop this has to be moving on a similar scale. 
Only then can we win real lasting victories in 
this struggle to stop them from stealing the 
roofs over our heads. 
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Tenants at the Grant Manor development in Boston have a long history 
of fighting against the greedy developers and corrupt management.



The Pandemic of 
Greedy Housing 

Developers in Our 
Community

By Edna Smallwood

The residents of the Grant Manor development 
have been working and fighting through our 
struggles against rats, roaches, corruption, and 
criminal activities. These have all been increas-
ing at not only our development but across the 
City of Boston in Roxbury, Dorchester, Matta-
pan, South End, and Lower Roxbury. Our lives 
at Grant Manor began to change drastically 
when the bad tenant board known as the “Grant 
Manor Homeowners Association” (GMHA) 
were put in place to represent us tenants. The 
GMHA board was out of compliance with its 
own bylaws for the 5 years prior to the pandem-
ic that hit America, and they have only gotten 
worse since the pandemic. GMHA board saw a 
perfect opportunity beginning in 2014-2018 to 
change the dynamics of Grant Manor by mak-
ing backroom deals with Cornu Management, 
which managed the development at that time. 

More recently, they have cut another under-
handed deal of ownership/partnership with the 
office of Archdiocese of Boston, the Housing 
Partnership Network, and their affiliates at the 
so-called Planning Office of Urban Affairs of 
Boston (POUA, which is just a shady non-prof-
it). They installed the POUA as the new part-
ner and partial owner at Grant Manor without 
sharing any of this with the residents. Then on 
September 2, 2020, all residents received a let-
ter from the board and the Wingate (the cur-
rent management company) office stating that 
the board—which has been out of compliance 
for years—signed off on a legal document for 
a “$20 million loan” from Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) for the Grant Manor de-
velopment.

They claimed that this would benefit the res-
idents and help fund repairs, but they had no 
legal rights to sign off on the document. Over 
a year later we have still not seen any repairs, 
but they have increased rents for around 25% 
of tenants at Grant Manor. Mass Housing 
and HUD should not have allowed this to go 
through, but they were in bed with Archdiocese 
of  Boston,  Housing Partner Network, and the 
Planning Office of Urban Affairs. They ignored 
our letters of appeal and our petitions, and ap-
proved the loan anyways.

Then to pour salt in the wounds of the residents, 
they had this little “informational meeting” on 
October 13, 2020, on the property under a tent 
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Grant Manor Tenant’s Long 
History of Struggle

Tenants at the Grant Manor development 
in Boston have being fighting gentrification 
for decades. Back in the 1990s management 
bankrupted the building as a tactic to sell 
it off to a private developer in coordination 
with HUD. But tenants got organized, 
protested and stopped this scheme. They 
went door to door and talked to their 
neighbors to mobilize everyone.

They fought to get partial ownership of 
the building and preserve their subsidy. 
They won this fight too. When they faced 
mounting issues in the building and lack of 
repairs in the late 1990s and early 2000s, 
through the struggle they were able to get 
the funding needed to fix things up and 
address many issues. 

Now they face a new fight as developers, 
politicians, and the banks try to raise their 
rents and steal their homes.
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near the management 
office. They brought 
all the crooked liars, 
Bill Grogan (POUA), 
Wingate Management, 
GMHA, and residents 
invited elected officials 
Andrea Campbell city 
Council, as well as Bev-
erly Estes, Department 
of Neighborhood devel-
opment. At this sham 
of a meeting we asked 
for transparency on the 
financial information 
around the loan and 
the estimated costs of 
repairs. We were prom-
ised this by Wingate, 
the POUA, and GMHA, 
but to this day we have 
not gotten not one single 
document from them, despite repeatedly follow-
ing up. Just recently I read again that HUD has 
awarded numerous Grants around the country, 
totaling $143 million, to support construction 
and project rental assistance for new multifam-
ily housing for very low-income seniors and that 
the POUA got some of this money as well. 

We at the Grant Manor Development are still 
moving forward despite these obstacles. The 
GMHA board members have been served by 
our attorneys, as we work to force them to have 
elections (which have not happened in years). 
We are also working with a mediator who was 
hired from Housing to Home to work with the 
residents and GMHA in moving forward. They 
continue to try their stall tactics on us but it is 
not going to work. We are close to taking them 
to court, and they are running out of time. 
On September 7, 2021, Wingate Management 
sent out a notice saying that the elevator one 
side of our seven-story building would be out 
of service for at least a couple of weeks. How-

ever, I sent an email asking when the elevator 
would be up and working to Becky (the prop-
erty manager) and cc’d her new supervisor Jon 
Bournese, regional manager at Wingate’s home 
office in Newton, MA. After my email, another 
notice was sent out on that day stating that the 
elevator, which has not worked consistently in 
years, needed to be replaced. 

Now, the elevator has been completely out of 
service for a month and on each floor of the 
building there are 20 units. So, tenants now 
have to walk to the other end of the long build-
ing to take the elevator for the next six weeks or 
possibly longer. The elderly, handicapped, and 
also EMS, who used to used the elevator on the 
1850 Washington Street side now have to make 
the long walk from 1850 to 1820, and then re-
turn down the same hallways. 

This is not fair when HUD/Mass Housing ap-
proved a $20 million dollars loan for repairs at 
Grant Manor. This money was supposed to fix 
up the building, but even for the most essential 

One of many rallies at Grant Manor. Holding these protests has been 
key to mobilize tenants, put pressure on Wingate and GMHA, and 

show our unity and power.



things like the elevator, we have to repeated-
ly follow up with management to get them to 
do anything. We have some other serious is-
sues facing Grant Manor, since GMHA board 
members, Wingate, and the POUA have been 
in control. These include leaks, pests, broken 
windows, mold, and more. They haven’t both-
ered to fix these up, but they installed a wireless 
tower on the building. The owner of this tower 
pays rental fees to the management and/or the 
GMHA board. We have asked to see financial 
information about this arrangement and who 
is profiting from it, but no one will answer our 
questions. 

All of this needs to be investigated, especial-
ly the structural damage to the building from 

years of neglect and financial 
mismanagement. Especially 
after those condos collapsed 
in Florida and the recent 
evacuation of a building in 
Belmont, MA, it is clear that 
many buildings around the 
country have been neglected 
when it comes to repairs and 
this puts residents’ lives in 
danger.

Grant Manor tenants will be 
continuing our fight until we 
move this crooked board out 
of office and bring peace to 
our development, and stop 
all the big banks, developers, 
and other entities from dis-
placing our residents. 

United we stand togeth-
er, divided we fall. 

We are more united than 
ever across the country.
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No Building is an 
Island

When the struggle is going 
strong at your building, it can 
be easy to lose sight of the 
larger picture. It’s important to 
remember that gentrification is 
a NATIONAL issue. We need to 
build up the tenants’ movement 
across the country, because we 
are stronger together.

The collapse of the condo building in Florida made national 
headlines, but many apartment buildings across the country are 
also at risk of collapse, especially in poor neighborhoods where 

they have been neglected for decades.



SUNNYDALE RESIDENTS PROTEST HOPE SF 
PRIVATIZATION OUTSIDE SFHA OFFICE

By Bay Area UFAD Branch

Residents of Sunnydale and supporters gath-
ered on Saturday, September 18th in front of 
the San Francisco Housing Authority’s office 
at Sunnydale to protest the city’s HOPE SF re-
development scheme backed by the big banks. 
HOPE SF threatens to eliminate public housing 
in San Francisco by demolishing the last two 
public housing developments, Sunnydale and 
Potrero Hill, over the next decade. This will al-
low big developers (Mercy Housing and Related 
California at Sunnydale, and BRIDGE Housing 
at Potrero Hill) to build luxury condos. 

Previous HOPE SF redevelopment phases at 
Sunnydale and Potrero Hill, as well at other 
developments Double Rock (Alice Griffith) and 
Hunters View, have displaced residents from 
their neighborhoods or the city entirely. Res-
idents have fewer rights in the new Section 8 

units than in public hous-
ing, and mixed immigra-
tion status families are 
forced to pay hundreds or 
thousands of dollars more 
in rent.

After SFHA sent hun-
dreds of residents notices 
to leave their homes by 
November 1st, to clear the 
way for demolition, resi-
dents and supporters or-
ganized the protest. Res-
idents are forming a plan 
to defend their homes, 
fighting these 90-day no-
tices. At the same time, 
SFHA wants to convert all 
the existing units at Sun-
nydale and Potrero Hill to 
Section 8 Project-Based 

Vouchers by September 2022, starting with 
hundreds of units by December 1st.

Residents of public and subsidized housing 
came together from Sunnydale, Bayview Hunt-
ers Point, and West Oakland, and residents or-
ganizing in Boston and New York City joined by 
phone. People made it clear that together they 
were going to fight to stop the developers and 
big banks from displacing any more working 
people.

Rita, a resident of Sunnydale of 50 years:
“What they are doing is not okay. They’re try-
ing to trap us in these buildings. It ain’t noth-
ing but a modern day slavery, like they did the 
Jews. They are trying to trap us in these apart-
ments and control how we’re living, tell us when 
we can come and go, who we can have in our 
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The September 18th protest at Sunnydale brought together tenants 
from across the Bay to fight privatization of the projects.
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houses. They are doing it 
in my mom’s building over 
in Fillmore. You have to 
show ID to let anyone in 
your house. We can’t take 
nothing with us. They tell 
us how much clothing, 
how much furniture to put 
in the houses down there. 
So that’s not okay. We 
don’t want that. And it’s 
not just Sunnydale, it’s Po-
trero Hill, Hunters Point. 
We need to come out and 
fix this and do something 
about it. We can’t just sit 
around and wait until the 
last minute.”

Daniel from Sunny-
dale:
“We just don’t deserve this. Like Rita said, they 
just want to take everything from us. Some ten-
ants are unaware of the hope that they actually 
have that we can make this change and stop it 
right where it’s at right now, before they throw 
up another building. We do have the power to 
stop that. If you don’t want to lose your place 
then you have an obligation to get out here and 
spread the word, and not just spread the word, 
but actually do something. I hope everyone 
can stay out here, stay consistent, stay on their 
necks, and never give up.”

Sue from Sunnydale: 
“I’ve lived here for 14 years. Everyone knows 
what’s going on. This is our area, this is our 
home, we need to fight back, we need to come 
together. If we give up, we don’t do anything, 
you don’t have any choice later. They’re going 
to have a thousand families coming in, and we 
won’t have a parking spot. We need to come to-
gether.”

Mario Medina, a resident of the Mary 
Ellen McCormack projects and from 

the United Front Against Displacement 
branch in Boston called in(Mario re-
cently won a transfer to a properly sized 
unit after the Boston Housing Authority 
made him and his family of four live in a 
one bedroom for 4 years): 
“The Boston Housing Authority didn’t want to 
do anything with our family, until we worked 
with others to put pressure on them…We must 
keep fighting. We have each other. We cannot 
allow housing to be privatized. Don’t lose hope. 
Keep fighting, because we can win victories in 
the struggle. Just because I’ve won, I won’t stop 
fighting. The movement will keep growing, keep 
going, we’re all across the country.”

Craig from the Tenant Advocacy Team 
called in from Williamsburg in Brook-
lyn, New York: 
“You’re not alone Sunnydale, we’re with you. We 
can’t let these private developers come into Sun-
nydale and dictate how we’re going to live. We 
have to stand up in solidarity and unity and kick 
these developers out of our community.”
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Testimonio de una Inquilina de Sunnydale
By María

Yo soy María, una residente de Sunnydale. 
Estamos ahorita en una situación que están 
privatizando las viviendas y están haciendo 
buildings. Yo no llamo eso viviendas, yo llamo 
eso un hotel porque estas no son viviendas para 
famílias con niños, puesto que no hay espacios 
para ellos, puesto que no hay privacidad.  
Habrán más problemas porque asi no tiene sus 
viviendas un poco separadas, no hay respeto, 
hay mucha violencia. 

Entonces, que es espera cuando estemos todos 
apilados. Vamos a ver el malmantenimiento que 
van a tener estes edificios porque si ahorita no 
hay ayuda de que enrepararnos, arreglarnos, 

tuberías, instalaciones 
pues tampoco la va a ver 
en estos lugares, ¿verdad? 
Entonces este es la 
situación que queremos 
evitar, una situación que 
nadie quiere. Muchos 
están soportando debido 
a miedo. Tiene miedo 
porque en los meetings 
de housing han difundido 
esto con comentarios, 
de que se van a quedar 
solos, de que van a hacer 
si no se mueven. 

La intimidación, el 
miedo, la pandemia y 
la falta de información 
son los que están 
manipulando en los 
meetings. Hay mucho 
trabajo por hacer. Se 
necesita mucho apoya, se 
necesita ayudar a la gente, 
se necesita informar a 
la gente para que estas 

personas sepan que no tienen que tener miedo, 
que no es nada ilegal lo que estamos haciendo. 

Ahorita, vayan a lucrar con nuestras viviendas. 
En si, no están quitando nuestros viviendas 
para ellos lucrar. La gente piensa que no se 
puede hacer nada. Pero siempre algo por hacer. 
Siempre.  Sigan luchando, sigan perseverando, 
sigamos uniendo. ¡En el union está la fuerza! 
Lo que pasa es que la gente no se da cuenta de 
su poder que tiene el unión. Cuando unimos, 
el poder nos tenemos. Seguimos en contacto, y 
hasta pronto. 

Hay muchas mentiras que se han dicho de 

María hablando en una protesta en el Ayuntamiento de San 
Francisco, 14 de junio de 2021.



que vamos a estar bien, de que es su nuevo 
edificio, de que va a ver seguridad, de que va a 
ver gimnasio, de que va a ver parques para los 
niños, de que va a ver jardines botánicos. Y lo 
me quedo pensando, suena muy bonita pero ¿es 
la realidad? Y hace poco nos fuimos a Double 
Rock (unas viviendas que fueron privatizadas 
recientemente) y vimos la realidad.
 
Y así como están ellos, vamos estar nosotros 
después de un tiempo. Donde andan los niños, 
hay excremento de perros. Hay cucarachas, 
los puertos de los garages no cierren, no hay 
parqueos. Todo eso nos vamos a vivir. Pero 
ahorita nos están dando la primer impresión, 
para que cayamos, para que no nos demos 
cuenta, para que no luchamos, para que 
vayamos como corderitos, sin resistir las 
mentiras diciendo de que todo va a estar bien, 
que la renta no se va a aumentar, que el edificio 
va a estar en buenas condiciones, que lo van 
a tener bien administración, es una buena 
empresa…las promesas se van con el viento. 

Están mintiendo, y la gente se están confiando 
de todas esas mentiras. Eso es algo que también 
esta frenando, pero me gustaría que las demás 
personas comentaran y alzaran la voz para llevar 
la verdad, para que acabar con esas mentiras 
que están diciendo y la gente se da cuenta de la 
realidad. 

Esto es otra cosa, la gente no se da cuento de la 
realidad, piensan que va a estar bien, porque es 
lo que están diciendo. Todo estos mentiras son 
una cara de la moneda. Pero la moneda tiene 
dos caras. La otra cara no nos la demostrando, 
y es la mas importante. Por si me gustaría que 
la gente compartiera y hablara la situación en 
que esta viviendo y las experiencias que esta 
viviendo, para que mas gente pueda saber la 
verdad y se les di una funda de valor.
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Los edificios existentes en Sunnydale necesitan reparaciones, pero cada apartamento tiene 
su propia entrada privada y la gente tiene espacio para cultivar verduras y tener jardines.
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Declaración de Apoyo a los Inquilinos de 
Sunnydale

By Mario Medina

Mario convocó a la protesta del 18 de 
septiembre en Sunnydale y dio esta 
declaración de apoyo. Lo estamos 
reimprimiendo aquí para mostrar la 
solidaridad entre los inquilinos en 
diferentes ciudades del país:

Buenas tardes. Mi nombre es Mario Medina y 
pertenesco al grupo The United Front Against 
Displacement en Boston, Massachusetts. Les 
quiero llevar un mensaje a todos los que me 
escuchaneste momento. Vivo en los proyectos 
Mary Ellen McCormack casi ocho años en South 
Boston esperando por un transfer casi cuatro 

años. Somos una familia de cuatro personas 
viviendo en un apartamento de un cuarto. 
Boston Housing no hacea nada hasta que 
empezamos a poner presion a ellos, enviando 
cartas y pidiendo ayuda para nosotros. 

Garcias a The United Front Against 
Displacement por estar con nosotros y 
ayundarnos, sabemos que no estamos solos 
y que este movimiento seguirá creciendo y 
luchando por los que nos perteneze, unidos 
siempre, desde Boston vamos a seguir 
luchando. Gracias.

Mario y Brenda Medina con sus dos hijos. Son miembros del Frente Unido contra el 
Desplazamiento e inquilinos de viviendas públicas en Boston.
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On Overcoming Ethnic and Religious 
Divisions 
By Abbie Zamcheck

In development after 
development struggles 
to fight for the interests 
of the people are met 
with the issue of tenants 
having biases against 
their fellow neighbors. 
In some cases these 
seem insurmountable. 
However when we keep 
in mind that we have an 
interest to unify, these 
challenges are not so 
difficult to overcome. 
 
How does the system 
use ethnic and religious 
identities to divide the 
people? The answer 
generally comes in the 
form of the management 
that private and 
government agencies 
use to push their plans 
on the people. The big 
corporations have become well-versed in the 
use of “puppets,” people who look like the group 
of people that those on top want to push around. 
This allows the companies and politicians to 
claim that “they are working with the people,” 
who they will often call “stakeholders.” This 
implies that the investors are one “stakeholder” 
and the people are another “stakeholder” 
to be represented by the puppet tenant 
association president, or engagement officer, 
or representative. The real picture is that these 
“stakes” are not all the same size. Or put another 
way, the only stake for us in this game is the one 
aimed to run right through our hearts. Often 
the use of one puppet representative serves to 
divide residents against one another. 

One may respond that these managers and TA 
presidents have friends and supporters among 
our neighbors. And in truth, faced with no 
alternative, there are people who do try to make 
nice with the man or woman in charge. 

After all, we have been taught from a young age 
to “trust authority.” However, history teaches 
us that when authority becomes corrupt, the 
people need to shift gears, or they get run over. 
And when an alternative exists, such as the 
form of an independent tenants coalition that 
supports the people and does good by them, 
even many of these “friends of management” 
will have second thoughts. 

The May 1st Protest at Harlem River Houses included a diverse 
series of people and groups, including Harlem River United 

(mostly composed of Black and Latino residents), the CAAAV 
Asian Tenants Union, and many others.
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In New York and other cities, the population 
of public housing is heavily Black and Latino. 
Hence when privatization happens, often Black 
and Latino people are being forced out of an 
area for wealthier residents, who often are 
White. What does this tell us about government 
officials who are so quick to tell us they are 
against racism when they support policies 

that push these racially 
oppressed people into 
homelessness? In the US 
overall though, most people 
who are White are often of 
modest means despite not 
being as concentrated in 
public housing—although 
in certain housing projects 
there is a large percentage 
of White people as well. In 
the local struggle, where 
some of the ethnic divisions 
often are quite visible, 
we also need to keep the 
larger picture in mind to 
help us find a way forward. 
We are not an island, 
although the authorities 
would like us to think we 
are. One may recall that 
before his assassination by 
the government in 1969, 
in Chicago, Black Panther 
activist Fred Hampton was 
busy creating a “rainbow 
coalition” consisting 
of oppressed peoples 
from many different 
backgrounds, including 
poor Whites in the city.

After a protest in May 1st in 
Harlem River where African 
American, Latino, White, 
Chinese, and Jewish tenants 
and activists stood together 
to protest privatization, 

tenant speaker Elissa remarked that this really 
is news, but “why is it that you never see such a 
story on the news?” She said that the news only 
seems to cover divisions and violence between 
people of different backgrounds. But this unity 
on display at the protest is news, and even if 
it doesn’t make prime time yet, we know it’s 
already going on.

The untold history of the U.S. is full of examples of the common 
people coming together across racial, religious, and other 

divides and struggling for freedom shoulder to shoulder. In the 
early 20th Century “The New Masses” was a magazine that 

documented such struggles. 



Update from Little Mexico in Dallas, Texas 
By UFAD Dallas Branch

Little Mexico Village, a 102 unit 
property in downtown Dallas, 
houses many low-income 
people and families that face 
discrimination and mistreatment 
from their housing authority, and 
other authorities, on a daily basis. 
This isn’t a new problem, though; 
many Mexican immigrants 
made up the population of Little 
Mexico in the early 1900s, as Jim 
Crow laws excluded them from 
living within Dallas. So they had 
to take up residence outside the 
city. 

Since then, downtown Dallas 
has expanded and slowly started 
to envelope Little Mexico, and 
many developers now see it as 
prime real estate to turn into yet 
another skyscraper with $5000 
dollar-a-month rent luxury 
apartments. The Dallas Housing 
Authority, very aware of this 
money-making opportunity, is preparing in 
every possible way to sell off this property. Just 
as any other thing public housing authorities 
around the US do in attempt to displace low-
income families and individuals, so does the 
DHA. 

Neglect for tenants’ health and livelihood, as 

well as for the integrity and cleanliness of the 
houses and property they live in, is manifested 
in many different, abhorrent ways.

One of the many ways the DHA and 
management like to abuse tenants and allow 
buildings to deteriorate is through their money-
draining system of “housekeeping inspections”. 
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Founding of the Dallas UFAD Branch

We are very excited to announce the founding of the Dallas Branch of the UFAD. There are 
63 subsidized housing developments in the Dallas area, and they are on the chopping block of 
gentrification. Despite recently forming, they have already started organizing at one project in 
the area, and are now part of the national movement against privatization.

Little Mexico dwarfed by expensive new developments



The management, at 
any moment, can put a 
flyer on someone’s door, 
announcing they will 
soon be performing a 
housekeeping inspection, 
and give the residents a 
time window of about a 
week that the inspection 
will be taking place.

If the unit is not up to 
the management’s vague 
standards (i.e. “not 
clean enough” but they 
have all sorts of double 
standards with these 
rules) or, if there’s mold 
or appliances that aren’t 
working in an apartment, 
they will either give the 
tenants an eviction notice 
or threaten them with 
an eviction if they don’t 
pay for maintenance to 
“fix” whatever may be 
wrong. This is despite 
the fact that by law they 
are supposed to fix issues 
in the apartment free of 
charge.

Many tenants have children, making it difficult 
to make sure the unit is up to the obscure 
standard of the inspection that may happen at 
any given moment, whether anyone is home or 
not. Even if they can manage to keep their unit 
up to par with what the management wants, 
there may be mold, broken blinds, windows, 
doors, or broken appliances that they simply 
cannot afford to fix because of the high prices 
charged for maintenance. Furthermore, even 
if a tenant chooses to pay for the overpriced 
maintenance, the issue is rarely ever fixed. For 
broken windows, boards are put up in place of a 
new window. For mold, instead of removing the 

mold itself, it’s simply caulked over. And these 
practices are not unique to Dallas. Tenants in 
public housing are facing similar nonsense from 
management and housing authorities across the 
country.

This is only one of many ways the DHA keeps 
tenants economically captive and tries to 
convince everyone that it would simply be better 
off if the property were sold off. Other methods 
include, but are not limited to: claiming tenants 
owe back rent, surprise inspections, and towing 
away tenants’ cars. When looking at these 
tenants, the DHA doesn’t see human lives, they 
only see dollar signs.
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Map of Dallas showing the racial segregation. Little Mexico 
is marked with a white star. Note that it is now located in a 
predominately White neighborhood despite the fact that the 

majority of tenants in the project are Black.



Elevated Covid Death Rate in NYCHA 
Housing Underscores Dangerous Conditions, 

Cost of Callous Government Inaction
By Alice Pote

According to an analysis 
recently released by the New 
York City Department of 
Health, residents of public 
housing buildings managed 
by New York City Housing 
Authority (NYCHA) have died 
from Covid at almost twice 
the rate of other New Yorkers. 
NYCHA residents account for 
around 4% of New York City’s 
population, but the analysis 
showed that they account for 
around 7% of Covid-related 
deaths.

To public housing residents 
and activists this will not 
come as a surprise. Tenants in 
public housing projects across 
the country live in dangerous 
apartments which often have 
major problems with mold, 
are infested with cockroaches 
and rodents, lack adequate 
heat in the winter, and have 
poor ventilation. In NYC 
rates of asthma are also much 
higher in public housing, and 
this plus poor ventilation and 
respiratory hazards like mold 
or asbestos can clearly make 
people more vulnerable to Covid. It’s not that 
the authorities don’t know about these issues. 
In 2013 a class-action lawsuit was filed against 
NYCHA that argued that the enormous 
amount of mold and other respiratory hazards 
present in tenants’ apartments was a violation 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. After 

a lot of testimony from residents about their 
conditions and investigations of the issue, a 
federal judge ruled in April 2014 that NYCHA 
had to properly, completely, and quickly deal 
with the mold “at the source,” not just painting 
over moldy walls or ceilings but making repairs 
to plumbing and heating systems and patching 
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Standing water in the basement of a building at the Harlem 
River Houses. Many apartments in the building have serious 

mold problems, but NYCHA has refused to fix the leaks spilling 
water despite months of complaints from tenants.



leaky roofs to prevent mold 
from growing in the first place.

Following that court order, 
NYCHA did nothing to address 
the mold, leading to another 
lawsuit being filed in 2015 and 
then another in 2018. To this 
day many NYCHA residents 
report still living with mold on 
their walls, flooding in building 
basements, water leaking from 
poorly-maintained plumbing, 
and more.

The grim Covid statistics show 
the toll that NYCHA’s callous 
policies have: they are literally 
killing people by failing to 
address these health problems 
in the buildings. Their inaction 
in the face of court orders, 
petitions, and countless 
resident testimonies shows 
that it is not that they don’t 
know but that they simply 
do not care. Now with the push in New York 
City and across the country to privatize public 
housing, agencies like NYCHA are trying to 
further duck their responsibility to provide 
residents with habitable living conditions by 
selling off the projects to private developers 
and the big banks.

NYCHA’s callous inaction and disregard for 
the health of its residents shows that changes 
and improvements are not going to come from 
asking nicely. When court orders go ignored 
and politicians turn a blind eye, activists and 
residents of public housing will have to take 
it upon themselves to come together and 
organize to demand these health hazards be 
addressed.

Urban Core: The hearT of The CiTy 25

Getting The Projects Fixed Up is Part of 
the Struggle Against Privatization

Housing Authorities, politicians, and 
developers are using the state of the projects 
as an excuse to privatize. But these same 
people have been behind neglecting the 
projects for years. Conditions are really 
bad in many projects and apartments so 

sometimes tenants are fooled into thinking 
that privatization is a way to get things fixed 
up. But the record shows otherwise. That’s 
why to stop privatization we also need to 
pressure housing and management into fixing 
up apartments. They won’t do it otherwise.



Boston Mayoral Candidates’ False Promises 
of Affordable Housing

By Maya Morris

In a recent poll administered by Suffolk 
University and the Boston Globe, Boston 
residents selected housing as the single most 
important issue that would affect their vote for 
mayor in the upcoming election. With luxury 
apartments going up at an unprecedented rate, 
rents sky-rocketing, and public housing being 
privatized, it’s no wonder that the people of 
Boston are concerned about the affordability 
of housing. In a study done by WBUR, 72% 
of the participants described Boston as 
“unaffordable.” The two politicians still in the 
running for the mayor’s office, Michelle Wu 
and Annissa Essaibi George, have tried to sell 
the people the myth that increasing the housing 
supply will solve the housing crisis.

They push this lie to the people using pretty 

words and declarations of change. These 
mantras riddle the campaign website for 
Annissa Essaibi George: “Annissa is committed 
to doing the necessary work to expand our 
housing supply to meet the constant needs and 
realities of Boston’s families.” When asked by 
WBUR about what she thought was the most 
urgent priority in terms of the housing crisis, 
Essaibi George responded “increasing supply—
in Boston and in the surrounding areas.” Essaibi 
George was also quoted agreeing that “Boston 
needs to continue aggressively expanding its 
housing supply.” Unsurprisingly, when Michelle 
Wu was asked what she thought was the most 
urgent priority in terms of the housing crisis, 
she responded that the priority should involve 
addressing displacement and “creating more 
housing.” Her website indicates that this would 
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Annissa Essaibi George (left) and Michelle Wu (right) are the two remaining mayoral 
candidates in Boston. Both have promised to address the housing crisis by more construction.



include “streamlining project 
applications for developers”, 
as well as “prioritizing higher 
density by/right near transit 
corridors.” Ultimately, 
“building Boston’s future 
around affordable housing” to 
Wu is “to grow the supply of 
housing.” This is just more of 
the same policy that we have 
had for the last few decades.

However, the people see 
through this deceit. When 
participants in a poll 
conducted by Boston-area 
radio station WBUR were 
asked what they thought 
about the development of new 
housing in Boston, the majority of participants 
agreed that there is already “too much.”1 The 
people know far too well that ramping up the 
already aggressive housing production will only 
deepen the crisis. 

But with such an incredible contrast between 
the knowledge of the people and the myth 
promoted by politicians, it’s no wonder that 
the study concluded that nearly half of the 
respondents were unsure of who to support 
in the mayoral race. To see through the lies 
(that increasing the housing supply will lead to 
the creation of more affordable housing) that 
politicians try to feed us, we need to take a hard 
look at the fallacy of “affordable housing.”

For one, growing the housing supply in order 
to generate more affordable housing doesn’t 
work. If more homes are built, the housing stock 
increases, but does this mean that there is now 
a comparable amount of homes to buyers, or 
apartments to renters? Is supply now matching 
the demand that exists for decent, inexpensive 
rentals?

No, and it’s important to break down why. 

The real key to understanding the fallacy of 
“affordable housing” resides in the definition of 
“affordability.” For an apartment to qualify as 
“affordable,” monthly rent needs to be less than 
or equal to 30% of 80% of Area Median Income 
(AMI). AMI calculations are not based on 
individual neighborhoods or areas, but rather 
on much larger geographical areas which often 
include very wealthy neighborhoods. In Boston 
the AMI is set at $84,600! This means that 
“affordable” rent can be up to as much as $1,895 
for a one bedroom. Obviously, this definition of 
“affordability” isn’t affordable to most working 
people.

Okay, well surely there are more affordable 
apartments as well, right? Not really. Nearly 
20% of apartments in Boston are designated 
“affordable” or “income restricted,” but only 
5% of the total housing stock, or roughly 
15,000 units, are considered affordable for 
individuals making 30% of AMI or less. For a 
one-bedroom, this would mean making $28K 
in a year, for a four-bedroom, $40K. These are 
the lowest possible incomes that an individual 
can make in order to afford any of the 15,000 
cheapest apartments on the market. 15,000 
may sound like a lot, but a deeper look into 
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the demographics of Boston can pretty quickly 
disprove this.

In 2016, A study done by the Boston 
Redevelopment Agency found that around 20 
percent of Boston residents made less than 
$10,000 a year. That’s about 14,000 people, 
all of whom couldn’t afford these “affordable” 
apartments. What’s more is that nearly half of 
Boston’s population at the time of this study 
made less than 35K. These demographics have 
shifted only slightly since 2016, meaning the 
number of people who would require a rent of 
30% of AMI or less far outweighs the number of 
actually affordable units that exist.

So the definition of affordability means that 
promises by politicians to create “affordable” 
units aren’t worth much. And even with 
this skewed definition of affordability the 
“affordable” units come out to be a fraction of 
the overall amount of housing produced. The 
majority of the new apartments built have 
been, and will always be, far more expensive. 
Developers want to build as many market-rate 
units as they can to keep up their profit margin, 
but they are required to build a small percentage 
of “affordable” units in each new development.

We shouldn’t be so quick to celebrate this “good 
deed” by developers. The city requires that in 
new developments with 10 or more units, 13% 
of the apartments be designated “affordable.” 
Developers get tax credits in exchange for 
these additional affordable units, sweetening 
the deal for them, but this does next to nothing 
to increase the amount of housing in the price 
range that most people in Boston can pay. So, 
when politicians run their campaigns on the 
promise of generating “affordable” housing, 
it’s important to remember that this is nothing 
new, and it is merely a small byproduct of the 
ongoing massive construction of expensive 
luxury units.

An example of one of these projects bringing 

“affordability” to Boston is 10 Taber Street, in 
Roxbury. Of the 45 one and two bedroom units, 
4 one-bedrooms and 2 two-bedroom homes will 
be designated “affordable” for people making at 
80% of AMI. For a two-person household, this 
is $77,350 annually (2018 estimates), and for a 
family of three, it’s $87,000. While these aren’t 
the incomes of millionaires, to claim these units 
are “affordable” is ludicrous—and for more 
than half of the people living in Boston living in 
these units is out of the question! 

When politicians try to sell us on a dream, such 
as housing the poor and working class through 
ramping up housing construction, it’s important 
to recognize what they are really selling us on, 
and to get to the bottom of who truly benefits 
from their policies. However, as the WBUR 
study pointed out, most residents of Boston 
can see the negative effects that gentrification 
and building so many luxury units has caused 
in Boston, as well as what the pro-development 
stance of politicians represent. 

The nice words that these candidates use, 
such as “preventing displacement”, or serving 
“families in need”, to justify the housing boom by 
pointing at the production of these “affordable” 
units are little more than hot air. As we’ve 
seen, an increase in the housing supply under 
their plans will primarily generate housing for 
the wealthy, and the “affordable” housing that 
these politicians are pushing for is a mirage, 
and in reality is out of reach for many. 
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Urban Core: A Newsletter for the People

Urban Core was originally created by residents of Lower Roxbury and the South End, in Boston 
along with organizers from the United Front Against Displacement. This newsletter was 
specifically created to keep residents informed about developments in the neighborhood and to 
connect ongoing struggles against gentrification. The purpose of this newsletter is to serve the 
people. In order for it to be a success we need your feedback, contributions, and even criticisms.

Since its founding Urban Core has circulated around the country, and we are happy to announce 
that we are now working with Tenant Advocay Team to make this a national publication with 
regular contributions from cities across the country.
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