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On Standing Together
By Tia Wheeler, UFAD Boston Member

When I started working on the cover image for 
this issue, I already knew the direction that I 
wanted to take in regards to how the picture 
should be drawn. In order to do this, I decided 
to utilize two contrasting art styles and aes-
thetics to describe some of the injustices that 
come about in the midst of privatization and, 
ultimately, gentrification. I chose a simplified 
variation of the steampunk (known for its ret-
ro-futuristic aesthetics and steam technology) 
and synthwave (known for wireframe land-
scapes and mostly utilized in the Tron movies 
and video games) styles as a way of visually de-
picting the changes. As a result, I created two 
drafts that captured a moment in the privatiza-
tion of a fictional neighborhood called “Gear 
Town”. The first picture depicted a young man 
looking over his neighborhood from a skywalk 
with a luggage bag next to him. Construction 
equipment and futuristic buildings surround-
ed the neglected and dilapidated buildings 
with gears and pipes running through them. 
While this would usually be touted as a good 
thing, the young man has been displaced by 
the process and has resigned himself to just 
accept the situation that he’s been dealt. 

Unfortunately, it isn’t too difficult to see our 
hero’s resignation (coupled with his feelings of 
powerlessness and hopelessness) in the lives of 
those who are in a position of socio-economic 
disadvantage in most given situations, partic-
ularly here in the United States of America. 
This is something that has historically been 
consistent since the formation of this coun-
try: the most power, representation, and voice 
is usually reserved for individuals and enti-
ties in possession of large amounts of wealth 
and what remains is distributed among those 
within their favor, while the “common peo-
ple,” those who have lower incomes such as 
the working class and the poor, are left at the 

mercy of their whims and biases. At the end 
of the day, the wealthy will continue amassing 
wealth while the regular person winds up pen-
niless and in the streets, so the sentiment can 
become, as I quote a rather eccentric family 
friend, “you can’t fight City Hall”.

The second picture, as you can see on the cov-
er, takes on a completely different outlook in 
which the setting is actually in the streets of 
Gear Town and its residents are actively pro-
testing the take-over and demolition of their 
homes. Many of the signs and posters are call-
ing out the greed of the developers and banks 
that only see these properties as investments 
as well as the intentionally incompetent poli-
ticians on both sides who serve these entities 
and offer empty platitudes to the affected resi-
dents. Although it still carries the implications 
that the system is unfairly rigged in favor of 
those who have power, the people of the com-
munity are not simply accepting it. Regardless 
of the location or time, history has shown us 
time after time that real systematic change (no 
matter how large or small) can only be brought 
about when those who have been treated un-
fairly by those in power stand up and push 
back against them. Like the young man in the 
top hat, we should reach out to those who like 
our displaced hero who may not see that there 
is an alternative to the despair that they are 
being forced to live in, and encourage them to 
join the struggle.

While the final picture does not depict a glo-
rious victory for the residents of Gear Town 
in which the playing field is finally evened out 
and everyone’s rights are respected regardless 
of their lack of wealth, standing up and tak-
ing action is a step that must be taken by them 
(and us) if we want to see a world in which all 
people are truly respected and treated fairly. 
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New York State Legislature Passes “Public 
Housing Preservation Trust” to Privatize 

More of NYCHA
By UFAD New York Branch

On  June 2nd, the New York State Leg-
islature passed the “New York City Pub-
lic Housing Preservation Trust Act” 
(formerly known as the Blueprint for 
Change), which will create a new public 
corporation, the “Public Housing Preser-
vation Trust.”

The Trust can take over up to 25,000 
NYCHA units and convert them to Sec-
tion 8, and form private entities with the 
big banks and investors. There are also 
provisions in the bill to allow the Trust 
to transfer the projects wholesale to big 
banks and private corporations.

This is clearly another scam to privatize 
public housing in New York City. 

The bill, backed by Mayor Eric Adams, 
Governor Hochul, and NYCHA CEO 
Greg Russ, was sponsored by so-called 
progressive DSA member and Brooklyn 
State Senator Julia Salazar.  Salazar has 
doubled down to defend the Trust and 
expose herself as a grifter.

When NYCHA tenants organized to stop 
the Blueprint bill from being passed in 
2021, Russ scaled back the plan from pri-
vatizing 110,000 units to 25,000 units. 
Tenants will continue to organize against 
this new scam and the ongoing RAD/
PACT privatizations happening across 
New York City.

2Issue #9: AprIl-June 2022

Page 3 Page 5 Page 7 Page 9 Page 11
“Affordable” 

Housing & Sect. 
8 Slumlords   

How Tenants 
Are Fighting 

Back                  

The Struggle 
at City Towers 

in Oakland 

Boston’s 
History of 
Struggle

What’s Really 
Causing 

Inflation?

Illustration by Tia Wheeler

Salazar is selling out NYCHA tenants.
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What Happens After Privatization and in  
“Affordable” and Section 8 Developments

 

The politicians and developers keep saying that things will be better for tenants in public hous-
ing after privatization, or in so-called “affordable” housing and private Section 8 developments. 

But all that glitters is not gold. These “affordable” and Section 8 managers are slumlords.

Conditions in Harlem River Houses after takeover by slumlord C+C: NYC

Nina, Harlem River Houses (HRH) resident: “Since the illegal 
takeover of HRH, sometimes it’s worse than under NYCHA 
(New York City Housing Authority). C+C Management “fixed” 
3 apartments in my building. They have workers leaving toxic 
lead and asbestos dust in the hallway. 

“C+C called me to tell me they want to do a lead test in my 
apartment. I didn’t respond because the lead is on my front 
door, my doorknob, my peephole. So I know it’s lead in my 
house. So should C+C. The heat went off too soon. It’s a lot 
of gaps in hot water. C+C is making us live in a fire and death 
trap. People’s belongings are going missing on the 6-week 
move.”

After C+C took over, they put gates and fences everywhere, 
blocking residents from walking through.

Vanessa, Harlem River Houses resident: “I feel like an inmate 
on the yard at rec. This just gets worse by the day. The elders 
can’t sit outside and enjoy the weather. This is not for us. Just 
take a look. Like we’re on Rikers Island. Since they threw us in 
the privatization fire we will not burn. Instead I will advocate 
for any tenants that are having trouble with C+C mismanage-
ment. C+C must go.”

Lead paint dust in the 
hallway

Fences blocking off HRHHarlem River Houses water full of mold
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Rent Hikes and Flooding in 290 Malosi Building: San Francisco

Cheap construction isn’t limited to buildings that are taken 
over, but is common practice in brand new buildings too. 
290 Malosi is a private mixed-income building managed 
by “affordable housing” developer and slumlord Mercy 
Housing. It is one of the new buildings at the Sunnydale 
projects in San Francisco, where public housing buildings 
were demolished and tenants were displaced under the 
city HOPE SF scheme. 

The building opened in December 2021, unfinished, with 
167 units and only two repair men. Several tenants are liv-
ing in uninhabitable conditions due to flooding. Tenants 
are also experiencing rent hikes, which the San Francisco 
Housing Authority repeatedly claimed would never hap-
pen in the privatization.

There is also a $200 deposit just to use the BBQ in the 
courtyard. Who can afford that? These rules and restric-
tions show the real HOPE SF principles: cater to the rich 
and mismanage the newly built property.

“Affordable Housing” Developer’s Dangerous Practices: Boston

Every morning for the last few months, a group of union steel workers have been protesting at 
the construction site of yet another “affordable” housing complex, right across the street from 
the Bromley Heath/Mildred Hailey public housing development in Boston. They’re protesting 
against The Community Builders (TCB), one of the “nonprofit” developers trying to privatize 
Bromley Heath. TCB hires non-union labor to cut costs and has all sorts of safety violations 
in their construction practices. In most of these new buildings, there is only steel framing in 
the first two floors, and the rest are 
made of cheap wood which won’t last 
and pose a fire risk. We can expect the 
same if they take over at Bromley.

In the buildings that are already fin-
ished, the walls are so thin that neigh-
bors can hear every conversation next 
door. And similar buildings across the 
country are already falling apart a few 
years after construction. We shouldn’t 
let the government sacrifice public 
housing to make a quick buck for de-
velopers on these cheap buildings.

A resident had to live with unfin-
ished walls for over a month.
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How People Are Organizing and Fighting Back
 

As the cover art Standing Together shows, the only way things will change is if we stand up and 
fight back. These are some of the ways tenants have been organizing nationwide.

Tenants in Manhattanville Rally Against Privatization in New York

On May 22nd, tenants of the NYCHA Man-
hattanville projects in West Harlem rallied 
to say NO to the PACT privatization scam. 
NYCHA is working with the big banks and 
developers to push to privatize as many 
projects as they can through PACT (NYC’s 
version of RAD). Tenants at Manhattanville 
and other developments have taken up the 
struggle, drawing from the experience of 
tenants at Harlem River Houses.

Tenants, a number of whom have lived in 
Manhattanville since it opened in 1961, spoke about the need to work together and and speak 
out. Others, from the local community church St. Mary’s to students from Columbia University, 
spoke about the need to stand together to oppose all gentrification schemes, including the role 
that Columbia has played in gentrifying the neighborhood.

As Manhattanville resident Brenda said, “I’m not afraid and I don’t want y’all to be afraid. We 
gotta care about us. We gotta  care about ourselves and stick together.” 

UFAD Boston Rallies on International Workers Day

On May 1st, International Workers Day, 
UFAD and residents from across Boston gath-
ered at the State House to protest the ongo-
ing gentrification of the City. The protest was 
part of an effort to bring together people from 
all over Boston to denounce rising rents, poor 
conditions, abuses by landlords and property 
managers, and the construction of unafford-
able apartments that are pushing us out. 

During the protest, we emphasized how the 
struggle of working people isn’t just about 
struggles at workplaces themselves. We go 

from being exploited by our rich bosses at work to being squeezed dry by our rich landlords and 
property managers at our homes, only to live in terrible conditions and then be later pushed out 
when rich bankers and developers build luxury condos.
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Video Segment: Confronting Boston Mayor Michelle Wu

Members of the Boston chapter re-
cently teamed up with independent 
video journalist Sabby Sabs to con-
front Boston’s new Mayor Wu at 
a meet and greet. When we asked 
questions about the destruction 
of public housing and the demo-
lition of a community center that 
has served the local community for 
decades, Wu avoided the topic and 
hid behind empty phrases, then quickly slipped away. The event at a local playground was ad-
vertised as a “model for democracy” for government officials to “walk alongside residents”, but 
was clearly actually for politicians and candidates to socialize with the crooks from developers 
and local nonprofits who buy their favors. This confrontation was part of a larger effort to ex-
pose the politicians who are backing privatization.

Fighting for Repairs and Elections at Grant Manor in Boston

We have begun collecting pictures and personal statements about the conditions that residents 
are dealing with at Grant Manor. From roaches, to rats, 
to broken windows and appliances, major leaks, un-
treated mold, and faulty carbon monoxide detectors, 
the conditions of the apartments deteriorate while the 
rents remain sky-high at market rate. The evidence of 
these conditions will be used to pressure the property 
management company, Wingate, into meeting our de-
mands as Grant Manor organizers and residents: the 
primary one being a call for elections in order to put 
an end to the corrupt rule of the Grant Manor Home-
owners Association board.

March 31st Day of Action in San Francisco

85 residents of the Sunnydale and Potrero Hill projects 
and San Francisco Housing Authority union workers 
signed a petition with very basic demands: keep our 
jobs, fix our homes, and stop overcharging rent. Re-
cipients include Mayor London Breed, Eugene Burger 
Management Company, and union rep offices. SFHA 
put four union workers under paid investigation as re-
taliation. They wanted to scare workers into no longer 
organizing with residents to oppose the city’s privat-
ization plan. But people didn’t back down, all charges 
were dropped and they returned to work.

Watch 
here: bit.ly/
sabby-wu
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The Struggle at City Towers in Oakland 
By Dayton Andrews

City Towers is a private housing development 
in West Oakland consisting of three high-rise 
buildings. The inhabitants of City Towers 
are overwhelmingly Black, Section 8 tenants 
and many were born and raised in Oakland. 
City Towers is owned by KDF Communities, 
a real estate investment firm that specializ-
es in low-income housing. KDF contracts to 
VPM Management which serves as the man-
ager of the property. KDF also contracts Oak-
land-based private security company Personal 
Protective Services (PPS) to provide security 
for the building.

City Towers is not an easy place to live. The 
building is in disrepair; the elevators in all 
three buildings break down often, rodents 
and mold plague many units and plumbing 
shutoffs affecting the entire development are 
a common occurrence. Tenants report that 
repair orders that they request from the man-
agement company, VPM, are nearly always ig-
nored and small problems are allowed to grow 
into serious issues.

On February 15th, a fire struck one of the build-
ings, burning an entire floor of apartments 
and filling the other 10 floors with smoke and 
fumes. An elderly tenant described her experi-
ence trying to escape the fire as follows: “As I 
opened my door, I was blinded by smoke. I felt 
my way down the hallway but I passed out by 
the time I got to the stairs. I had to be resusci-
tated by the fire department.” The fire, just like 
the Bronx fire in January that killed 17 people, 
is the result of a pattern of neglect by man-
agement. City Towers tenants were outraged 
when that neglect almost got them killed, and 
were moved to take action.

Tenants have recently formed a tenant associ-
ation with the help of the UFAD. This is the lat-
est movement against the management of City 

The 6th floor of Building C after the fire on 
February 15th. On April 18th, all door and 
elevator access to this floor remained open.

Damage in kitchen drawers after 
management refused to fix a leak for months.
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Towers. KDF uses VPM and PPS 
to retaliate against tenants that 
speak up. One tenant said that 
after complaining to the manage-
ment, she received “several 3-day 
notices to quit… They don’t re-
spond to me [when I complain]. 
They just want me to leave.” 

These 3 day notices are a routine 
tactic to try and scare tenants out 
of speaking up. By coming togeth-
er, this tenant was able to fight 
the immediate eviction threat 
at hand, but management won’t 
end their retaliation there. When 
those particular scare tactics fall 
short in silencing people, man-
agement has escalated to using PPS security 
guards to harass tenants as they try to pass out 
flyers to their neighbors, or even while walking 
into the building. PPS recently sent 6 securi-
ty guards to confront organizers of the UFAD 

while they passed out flyers for the tenant as-
sociation meetings. Despite these difficulties, 
the City Towers Tenants Association has been 
hard at work collecting testimonials, rallying 
neighbors to protest harassment and neglect, 
and publishing a local newsletter.

 Over 90 residents signed a petition that was delivered to the management office on April 1st. 
Demands included timely and thorough responses to maintenance and safety concerns.

Security guards illegally threatening to call the cops on 
tenant organizers on the evening of April 14, 2022.
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Learn From Boston’s History of Struggle
By UFAD Boston Branch

Sometimes it might feel like there’s nothing 
we can do to stop the rich from screwing us 
over. But the working class has faced similar 
problems in the past and emerged from them 
stronger. In the 1960s, the Bromley Heath 
public housing development in Jamaica Plain 
was in a rough spot: the government had 
moved white people out to the suburbs with 
“White Flight” and left the inner cities to rot. 
There was a lot of crime and people’s homes 
were in bad shape.

The government was trying to put a highway 
through the middle of the city, where there’s 
now a subway line. This highway project 
would have destroyed poor neighborhoods 
even more by turning them into freeway un-
derpasses. But people from all across Boston 
came together in a protest movement and 
stopped these plans from going forward.

Around the same time in the 1960s, the Black 
Panther Party started up in Boston and ran 
free breakfast and other programs for kids in 
Bromley Heath’s community center. Then a 
tenant leader named Mildred Hailey worked 
with the Panthers to build a movement for 
tenant management of the project. By 1972 
she and others succeeded in this mission, and 
for the next 40 years Bromley Heath was man-
aged by residents while staying public hous-
ing.

Under Tenant Management Corporation 
(TMC), the motto of Bromley Heath was “we 
are family”. Half of all maintenance and man-
agement staff were residents, bringing jobs to 
the community, and money was spent to actu-
ally improve homes. There was an internal se-
curity force made up of residents, and people 
felt safe leaving their doors open for neighbors 

It’s important for us to learn the lessons from previous struggles across the country. 
Pictured: Boston Black Panther Party at a rally in Post Office Square in 1970.
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to come and go.

Residents would even sew curtains by hand 
for the windows in the hallways. Every sum-
mer the whole community would come togeth-
er for a huge celebration on Family Day. 

People worked hard together to turn nothing 
into something.

Now tenant management is gone and the prob-
lems from before are worse again. The Boston 
Housing Authority has taken the project back 
over. They abuse residents, let apartments rot, 
and turn a blind eye to violent crime and drug 
dealing. Families feel alone and isolated. And 
now, “White Flight” is happening in reverse: 
cities are turning into a cash cow for real estate 
developers who gobble up land and build lux-
ury condos, and poor people are being forced 
out to the suburbs by high rents. Nonprofits 
who hoodwink the people with double speak 
are buying up land around Bromley Heath and 
trying to turn it into a “trendy” and “glamorous” 

neighborhood where they can charge as much 
as $2500 for a 1 bedroom. They want to eat up 
Bromley Heath so they can weed out the “trou-
blemakers” and gentrify the neighborhood.

Horrible situations like this are playing out all 
around the country. But things aren’t hope-
less. If we learn from our shared history of 
struggle, we can mobilize, fight back and build 
something better.

Bromley Heath Family Day, date unknown

Join the National 
Movement

You are not alone in the 
struggle. This is a nation-
wide movement to stop the 
banks from stealing our 
homes.

Email us: 
Urban_Core@riseup.net
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What’s Really Causing Inflation?
By Ryan Costello

These days every time you step in the grocery 
store or buy something online, it seems like 
prices just keep going up. Inflation is red hot, 
and it’s eating up our budgets and paychecks. 
There is a lot of noise in the media about this, 
but not much in terms of clear explanations 
out there about what’s really going on. There 
have been some stories about how Russia is 
to blame because of the Ukraine War, but this 
doesn’t add up. Prices were already high be-
fore the war, and while the war has made it 
worse, efforts by politicians to blame inflation 
on Russia are attempts to distract from the 
central role they have played in creating infla-
tion in the first place. 

The inflation that we are seeing now is com-
ing from two main sources. One is the reckless 
money printing that the government has done 
since 2008 to bail out the big banks and other 
corporations. While many were aware of the 
bank bailouts in 2008 during the crisis, most 
people don’t know that the government has 
done a huge number of other bailouts since 
then. In 2020 alone the government print-
ed trillions of dollars and gave this to banks 

like JP Morgan, Citi, Bank of America, and 
Goldman Sachs. These are some of the richest 
companies in the world, and while many were 
hurting during Covid, they got free money like 
never before. 

This has an impact on all of us. When you 
print money like this, it increases the mon-
ey supply and dilutes the value of the money 
already in circulation. For the big banks and 
wealthy corporations who get the free mon-
ey from the government, it works out just 
fine. But for small businesses and ordinary 
Americans it hurts, big time. It’s like a shad-
ow tax. Suddenly, the value of every dollar in 
our wallets and bank accounts is worth less. 
And paychecks, social security payments, and 
foodstamps do not grow as fast as inflation. So 
we end up having to pinch every penny, as our 
standard and quality of living goes down, and 
many people are forced to make tough choic-
es. For example, many seniors have to choose 
between much needed medicine and food with 
these rising prices. 

The second source of inflation is the disruptions 

The government prints more and more money, and our dollars are worth less and less.
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to global shipping and supply chains, which 
started during the Covid lockdowns and have 
only got worse. For the past 60 years or so, 
major companies (with the help of politicians 
from both parties) have outsourced manufac-
turing jobs and production overseas. They did 
this to chase cheaper labor costs overseas and 
break the labor movement in the US. And so 
most of the good jobs left, they went to poor 
countries without many labor laws, and the 
big corporations got even richer off all of this. 
Meanwhile, whole regions of the country were 
devastated by raising unemployment and most 
young people grew dispirited as the only jobs 
available to them are minimum wage service 
jobs which provide no real prospect of a better 
economic future. 

When the politicians and big corporations 
shipped all the production overseas, they left 
this country vulnerable. For the rest of us, this 
meant that our domestic supply of key con-
sumer goods was not secure. So now with dis-
ruptions to the global shipping system, and the 
fact that so little is made here anymore, we are 
facing major shortages of essential goods like 
baby formula. This is only going to get worse 

this summer. And, the people are paying the 
price, both in terms of inflation (as low supply 
relative to demand drives up prices as do the 
increased shipping costs from overseas) and 
in terms of the shortages of things that they 
desperately need.

There is a lot of noise in Washington DC right 
now (as usual) with the Democrats and the 
Republicans playing the blame game on infla-
tion. They want to pass the buck, and say that 
each other are to blame for this situation that 
we are in right now with rising prices. But the 
truth is that both parties are to blame. They 
both supported, and continue to support, ba-
sically unlimited money printing and bailouts 
for the big corporations and they both worked 
together to outsource manufacturing and cre-
ate this mess in supply chains that has caused 
all these shortages. So it’s important that we 
don’t fall for their tricks and their “divide and 
conquer” strategy. We should see clearly that 
the rich and powerful have created this infla-
tion crisis to save their own money and power. 
They got rich off this mess, and now they want 
us to foot the bill through higher prices and 
more taxes to keep their party going.

Container ships waiting to dock off of Los Angeles, CA. The backlog of ships at the ports over 
the past few years has led to shortages of all kinds of key goods.
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